THURSDAY'S
UNIVERSE

A Report from the Frontier on the Origin,
Nature and Destiny of the Universe

By Marcia Bartusiak

Of late, contemplating the heavens has become an even more humbling experience
than ever. The view from Palomar and other observatories has taught us that this
8,000-mile-wide ball of rock upon which we live is a mere pebble, compared with the
vastness of space-time and the multiplicity of its inhabitants. This perception, of course,
was attained only after humanity progressed through several stages of inquiry and
technological expertise. To early stargazers, the sky surrounding Earth was simply afair-
faced Monday’s universe. They imagined they stood at the center of a cosmos with
exiled princesses, fabled beasts and mighty heroes looking down from above. In certain
ancient societies, the celestial sphere was a vaulted roof, through which the fires of the
gods flickered. Other cultures thought of each heavenly light as the soul of a departed
one. From these early, creative attempts to understand the star-studded sky, a science
wasborn. . . . [but] astronomy, it should be stressed, is more than a collection of facts. It
is also people, observers and theoreticians alike, intent on wresting the secrets of the
heavens out of each photon of light and cosmic ray that happens to reach the earthor a
spaceborne detector. Thursday’s Universe is also their story.
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The Chimpanzees of Gombe

By Jane Goodall

The Chimpanzees of Gombe
 Jane Goodall

Patterns of Behaypior:

“Clearly the answers are not all in
and Goodall is the first to suggest
that there s still much gold to be
mined from field studies. In the
meantime, she has added immea-
surably to the human treasury by
providing so rich and compelling
an account of our nearest kin.”

—Kirkus Reviews
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wenty-six years have passed since a
T young English woman named Jane

Goodall, accompanied only by her
intrepid mother and an African cook, first
ventured to the shores of Lake Tanganyika
to begin a saentfic career that has become
legendary. . . .

The Chimpanzees of Gombe presents re-
lationships, communication, hunting, feed-
ing, aggression, dominance, sexuality, ter-
ritoriality and social awareness — every
aspect of the chimpanzee’s complex soaety
— ngorously observed over half the fifty-
year life span of these apes and extensively
documented with maps, tables and charts.
Yet the Goodall style is so engaging and so
consistently humane that, on the level of a
compelling family saga, it draws even the
nonscentific reader mto the Gombe story.
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The Far Side goes further! More than 600 oversized comic
panels from Larson’s Bride of the Far Side, Valley of the Far
Side, and It Came from the Far Side come together in one
omnibus collection in The Far Side Gallery 2.

“It’s not so much that the cartoons are about science, as that
they’re conceived with the attitude of an insider, with an ear
and an eye for the peculiar jargon and skewed perspective of
the scientific club”

— California Academy of Science’s Pacific Discovery

Also available: The Far
Side Gallery, $9.95
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