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ased on the immense, authoritative Science and Civilisation

in China by Professor Joseph Needham — the world’s fore-

most scholar of Chinese science — The Genius of China is a
captivating introduction to the astounding and unparalleled
achievements of ancient China.

Undisputed masters of invention and discovery for 3,000 years,
the ancient Chinese were the first to chart the heavens, discover the
circulation of blood and even isolate sex hormones. From the sus-
pension bridge and the seismograph to the parachute and the fish-
ing reel, ancient China’s diverse contributions helped inspire the
European agricultural and industrial revolutions. It is just as much
a surprise for the Chinese as for Westerners to realize that modern
agriculture, modern shipping, the modern oil industry, modern
astronomical observatories, modern music, decimal mathemat-
ics, paper money, umbrellas, wheelbarrows, multi-stage rockets,
guns, underwater mines, poison gas, hot-air balloons, manned
flight, brandy, whiskey, the
game of chess, printing and

s s Books even the essential design of the
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and Other Mathematical Entertainments

By Martin Gardner

rom coincidences that seem to violate the laws of probability, to the myste-
rious sequence of hexagrams in the | Ching, to the controversial and up-
roarious pseudoscientific economics of the Laffer curve, Knotted Doughnuts
and Other Mathematical Entertainments reveals just how instructive and
amusing recreational mathematics can be. This eleventh and latest collection of
Martin Gardner’s Scientific American columns consists of an entirely new set of prob-
lems and paradoxes, teasers and tricks. Gardner introduces his readers to mathe-
matical games such as Sim, Chomp and Race Track; to Newcomb’s Paradox; to the
pencil-noodling delights of Worm Paths; and to many other mind-bending and chal-
lenging puzzles and problems.
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