Blood of
RIngs
Dynasty and Ritual in Maya Ar

social and historical framework for the architecture and objects produced by the ancient Maya.

Previously lost to the obscurity of prehistory, these remarkable people have begun to emerge as
genuine historical figures — with names, dates, whole lineages and a series of recorded actions — all
thanks to the tremendous progress made since 1960 in deciphering Maya hieroglyphic script. It is now
possible to show the Maya were real people, who lived, loved, hated, created, possessed and destroyed in a
manner characteristic of human beings. A synthesis of new information about the Maya, who have been
romanticized for many decades, is made possible through the combined cooperative efforts of scholars in
many disciplines — archaeology, anthropology, epigraphy, comparative linguistics and art history. This
new picture of the Maya inevitably raises the questions of their origin and place in the history of world
“culture.”

By Linda Schele
and Mary Ellen Miller
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— from the foreword

W 2 lood was the mortar of ancient Maya life;” as the authors of this unique volume assure us. Such a

statement, based upon the soundest of scholarship, would have been unthinkable 25 years ago. A
virtual revolution has taken place in the last quarter century in our knowledge of the ancient New World's
most advanced, sophisticated and subtle civilization, a revolution that reaches its culmination and most
definitive statement in The Blood of Kings.”

— from the preface
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You could go around the world (the hard way)
and never come across an Atlas like the Hammond
Gold Medallion.

For openers, it’s the only published Atlas with
thumb indexing—so you open to the area you want
without flipping through pages you don’t want.

Then this Atlas practically takes you by the hand
to the exact location you're looking for. Because
wherever there’s a map, they’ve put an index. (Of
course, there’s a huge master index in the back.)

It’s as easy as using a dictionary—and there are
more facts and figures inside than there are words
in a dictionary. On everything from politics,
economics and culture to rainfall and average
temperatures.

Not to mention 650 colorful maps, charts and
graphs. And a U.S. History, a World History and
a Bible History Atlas also between its covers.

What’s more, this is 1st class travel (and a Ist
class gift). The Gold Medallion is in bonded
leather, brilliantly gilded all around and covered
with a clear plastic jacket—to protect it through all
the years of good use it will get.

YOUR W
AROUND
THE WORLD.

THUI

1215” X 934" X 2", 644 pages, hardcover, $49.95

Science News Books,
1719 N St., NW, Washington, DC 20036

Please send copy(ies) of The World Atlas.

I include a check payable to Science News Books for
$49.95 plus $1.00 handling (total $50.95) for each
copy. Domestic orders only.

Name

Address

City

State Zip

RB630




