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BRAIN MATTERS

Stories of a Neurologist and His Patients

By Bruce H. Dobkin

Neurologist Bruce Dobkin is summoned by the insistent bleeping of
his pager. His answering service reports several emergencies: An
apparently healfthy, vigorous young rock climber has overnight
grown so weak that he can't stand up. A fellow doctor is displaying
all the dassic symptoms of stroke but isn't responding to any of the
standard therapies. And the wife of a friend has had a scuba-diving
accident that has left her with practically no working brain, but so
seemingly alive that her husband and children refuse to accept that
she'll remain in that vegetative state as long as she continues to
breathe.

Brain Matters is a scientific whodunit in which a highly trained
medical defective tracks down the culprits behind behavior that
ranges from an alcoholic’s twitching foes fo a woman barber's un-
controlled cursing. In diagnosing and freating the bizarre spectrum
of these symptoms, and in dealing with the ethical and human
issues surrounding any medical infervention into the brain, Bruce
Dobkin rakes the reader on a guided tour of the anatomy, phys-
iology and psychology of the organ that makes us human.

—from the book
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BRUCE H.DOBKIN.M.D.
"Bruce Dobkin makes neu-
rology as absorbing as a defec-
tive story. Brain Matters is aQ
compassionare, moving, fo-
tally fascinating account of
human brains hanging in the
balance. More than any other
scientific book on the subject,
Dr. Dobkin's narrative portraits
of his patients portray the im-
portance of the brain and how
our entire existence depends
on ifs exquisite, infricate, and
often fragile functioning.”
Judith Hooper and Dick Teresi,
authors of
The Three-Pound Universe




