is everything relative? Do

matter, time and space
change, or do they remain con-
stant everywhere in the uni-
verse? Is there always a rela-
tionship between cause and
effect, or do some things “just
happen”? In attempting to un-
ravel the mysteries of the phys-
ical world, physicists have had
an enormous influence on our
personal philosophies of life, our
religious beliefs and the way we
perceive the world around us.

Seven Ideas That Shook the
Universe is a layperson’s history
of the seven most important
themes in physics: Copernican
astronomy; Newtonian me-
chanics; the concepts of energy
and entropy; relativity; quantum
theory; conservation principles;
and symmetries. Together these
discoveries form the foundation
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of our understanding of the physical world. Nathan Splelberg and Bryon
Anderson explain each concept in a simple, straightforward narrative style,
considering each in the context of its times (such important breakthroughs
never happen in isolation) and assessing its impact on the way we think
about time, space, matter, even existence itself. For the science lover and the
intellectually curious, Seven Ideas That Shook the Universe brings the drama

of scientific discovery to vivid life.
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Make Your Own
Tyrannosaurus Rex

David Hawcock

This ingenious, cut-and-assemble kit requires only
scissors and glue and some simple household items
to yield a fully articulated, anatomically correct,
three-dimensional Tyrannosaurus skeleton which
can be hung as a mobile from a string. (Please note
that it does not stand up by itself.) MAKE YOUR OWN
TYRANNOSAURUS REX is sure to appeal to dinosaur
buffs of all ages. The kit contains: Inside covers that
become a wall poster with full-color photographs
and informative text on dinosaurs, particularly the
Tyrannosaurus rex; four pages of step-by-step in-
structions; eight pages of heavy-stock, ready-to-cut-
out-and-assemble dinosaur bones to make a paper
dinosaur skeleton that is almost 4 feet long from its
gaping jaw to its power-
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Atlas of
Ancient America

By Michael Coe, Dean Snow and Elizabeth Benson

his color-illustrated atlas explores the culture and

behavior of ancient North, South and Meso Amer-
ican peoples. After a general discussion of the distribu-
tion, languages and environment of the American
cultures, the clear text offers a survey of the major
Indian groups, including Hopi, Iroquois, Maya, Aztec,
Nacza and Inca. Topics of popular interest such as the
Jaguar cults, the Nacza desert lines, the Hopewell burial
mounds and Mayan writing are studied in depth. Special
sidebars throughout focus on textile production, ritual
masks and religious rituals. Location maps, comparative
charts, drawings and photographs representing ancient
archaeological sites and artifacts further supplement
this exemplary work. Filled with colorful maps, pho-
tographs and other illustrations, this large-format vol-
ume surveys the climate, geography, civilization and
history of North, Central and South America. — Booklist

Facts on File, 1986, 92" X 12",
240 pages, hardcover, $40.00

Science News Books “The authors have aimed high,
1719 N Street, NW and they have been amazingly
Washington, DC 20036 o

successful. As an archeological,
Please send copy(ies) of Atlas of Ancient historical and cultural survey of
America. | include a check payable to Science ti t tl d
News Books for $40.00 plus $1.00 handling (total two continents — an a as, an
$41.00) for each copy. Domestic orders only. more — this volume has no com-
Name petition.” — William Bright,
Address The Los Angeles Times
City
State Zip

RB651




