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Edited by Philip J. Davis and David Park

distinguished physicist David Park have

assembled nearly a score of original,
thought-provoking essays on impossibility by
authorities in fields ranging from artificial intel-
ligence and mountaineering to politics and
childrearing. Viewing the world from their unique
frontiers, we learn, for example, why biologists
conclude that life itself is virtually impossibie;
how contract lawyers routinely defend the prin-
cipal of “impossibility of performance”; what one
former high-ranking government official terms
Washington's three major sources of the impossi-
ble; and how poets, for all their unbounded
imagination, seem consistently to fail at one
specific creative task. — from the book

l\ l oted mathematician Philip J. Davis and
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“Combining literary elegance with startling insights,
these essays lead the reader to exclaim, with Tertullian,
‘It is certain because it is impossible.””

— Publishers Weekly

WH. Freeman & Co., 1987 325 pages, 634" X 92",
hardcover, $1795
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Enchanted
Canopy

Andrew W, Mitchell

You are about to enter the earth’s
last uncharted frontier. Perhaps
half of all life in this world is found
there, on top of the giant trees of the
rainforest canopy, yet almost noth-
ing is known about this mysterious
menagerie. Now you can take part
in a marvelous journey through the
rainforest in this lushly illustrated
book. — from the publisher

“Dawn is never a quiet time in the rain-
forest,” the book begins. “The change
began as an almost imperceptible hum,
punctuated by the tip-tap of water drop-
lets, plump with night rain, splashing
onto large green leaves in the forest
understory. An occasional raucous bird
call, the nocturnal frogs piping their last
chorus; then a new collection of sounds
began to swell and fill the forest. At a
quarter to six precisely the ‘six o’clock
cicada’ started to rasp like a miniature
chain saw. No need for alarms here, all
thought of sleep was gone.”

Robin Hanbury Tenison, RGS
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