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Forever Undecided

A Puzzle Guide to Gédel

By Raymond Smullyan

With all the wit and charm that have delighted
readers of his previous books, Smullyan transports
us once again to that magical island where knights
always tell the truth and knaves always lie. Here
we meet a new and amazing array of characters,
visitors to the island, seeking to determine the
natives’ identities. Among them: the census-taker
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McGregor; a philosopher-logician in search of his
flighty bird-wife, Oona; and a regiment of Rea-
soners (timid ones, normal ones, conceited, mod-
est and peculiar ones) armed with the rules of
propositional logic (if X is true, then so is Y). By
following the Reasoners through brain-tingling
exercises and adventures —including journeys into
the “other possible worlds” of Kripke semantics —
even the most illogical of us come to understand
Godel's two great theorems on incompleteness
and undecidability, some of their philosophical and
mathematical implications, and why we, like Gédel
himself, must remain Forever Undecided!

—from the publisher

“Smullyan’s gift is to make complex ideas both
accessible and enjoyable to the persevering

reader”
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Knopf, 1987, 257 pages, 5¥4" x 812", $17.95, hardcover,
ISBN 0-394-54943-0

—Publishers Weekly

¢ The Life It Brings ¢

ONE PHYSICIST’S BEGINNINGS
JEREMY BERNSTEIN

Populated by an extraordinary group of mentors and pioneers — from Duke
Ellington to J. Robert Oppenheimer — Jeremy Bernstein’s account of his
scientific beginnings will beguile anyone interested in how people become
what they are. Bernstein was not “born” a scientist; he turned into one, very
much to his own surprise. Ham radios, swimming, a treasured friendship with
the Ellington band — such were Bernstein’s youthful passions. But once at
Harvard, he decided to teach himself the theory of relativity. It was the first
heady step into a whole new world, a step that ultimately led him to the heart of
twentieth-century physics: to a stint at the Institute for Advanced Study under
Oppenheimer’s electrifying influence; to summers working with Freeman
Dyson on the Orion spaceship project; to a year in Paris with the brilliant
Murray Gell-Mann.

—from the publisher

“A good and pleasurable time is had by all, which is what the books title, from an
Oppenheimer quotation — ‘the obvious excellences of the life it brings' — intends to impart”
— The Scientist

Ticknor & Fields, 1987, 171 pages,
534" x 91/4”, hardcover, $16.95,
ISBN 0-89919-470-2
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Adventures with the
Giants of the Deep

By Tim Dietz

Whales & Man

Meet a man in Maine who risks his life to save whales trapped in
fishermen’s nets; witness a sperm whale giving birth in the
middle of the Indian Ocean; and cheer as thousands of whales
trapped in Arctic pack ice are lured to freedom by the strains of
dassical music. Share these adventures and learn the latest
scientific theories about whales: How some whales may use
bursts of sound to stun their prey; how disturbances in the earth’s
magnetic field may cause the deaths of hundreds of whales on
some beaches; how, despite skepticism from many of their
colleagues, some scientists are trying to learn “delphinese,” the
language of dolphins. — from the publisher
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The RIF Guide to
ENCOURAGING YOUNG READERS

Edited by Ruth Graves

“The guide is compiled with care
and full of ideas to help concerned
parents inspire their children’ in-
terest in reading and books.”

— James L. Shanker
Chicago Tribune

Science News Books
1719 N St., NW, Washington, D.C. 20036

Please send copy(ies) of The RIF
Guide to Encouraging Young Readers. 1
include a check payable to Science News
Books for $8.95 plus $1.00 handling (total
$9.95) for each copy. Domestic orders only.

name

address

cit state zi
y P RB701

Here parents and teachers
will discover hundreds of
child-tested activities de-
signed to engage kids from
babies to eleven-year-olds in
the fun of words and reading.
The book includes an excel-
lent resource section which
includes information on chil-
dren’s book clubs and maga-
zines, books for parents and
organizations concerned
with children’s reading and
learning.

— from the publisher
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