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Letters

Bubble basket

We thought you might appreciate that the
unusual bubble discovered by Hoffman and
Meeks (“Three Bites in a Doughnut,” SN:
3/16/85, p.168) has now actually been con-
structed (see photo).

An associate of mine, Robert R. Weekley,
became intrigued after recently coming
across Ivars Peterson’s article, and con-
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structed a “basket”
that guides the bub-
ble into the desired
shape when dipped in
a solution. It is abso-
lutely mesmerizing in
real life.

We areworkingona
“dissolving frame”
and a permanent bub-
ble material, so that
after dipping and dry-
ing you have just three hoops and pure
bubble. If one of your readers has the “solu-
tion” we would appreciate hearing from them.
Tim W Baxley

Lugoff, S.C.

Stress vs. smoke

The researchers cited in “Less colitis
among smokers” (SN: 4/4/87, p.213) need to

consider the psychological rather than only
the biological implications of their study.
They say there are “currently no plausible
biologic explanations” for the apparent “pro-
tective” effect of cigarette smoking on ul-
cerative colitis. Can it be that those people
who quit smoking did not develop other ways
of dealing with stress and so developed
ulcerative colitis? It is almost too obvious to
say that smokers don't develop ulcerative
colitis but die of lung cancer instead.
Donna Graham
Silver Spring, Md.
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