A Science Service Publication
Volume 132, No. 2, July 11, 1987

E.G. Sherburne Jr.
Joel Greenberg
Dietrick E. Thomsen

Laurie Jackson
Wendy McCarren

Bruce Bower
Richard Monastersky
Stefi Weisburd

Diane D. Edwards

Janet Raloff,
Ivars Peterson

Jonathan Eberhart
Susan L. Arns

Publisher
Editor

Senior Editor/
Physical Sciences

Managing Editor

Production/Design
Director

Behavioral Sciences
Earth Sciences
General Science

Life Sciences/
Biomedicine

Policy/Technology

Space Sciences
Assistant to

the Editor

Karen Hartley, Science Writer

Rick Weiss Interns

Jane M. Livermore Books

Donald R. Harless Advertising/Business
Manager

Copyright © 1987 by Science Service, Inc.,
Editorial and Business Offices,

1719 N St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.
Republication of any portion of SCIENCE NEWS
without written permission of the publisher is
prohibited.

Subscription Department
231 West Center Street, Marion, Ohio 43305

Subscription rate: 1yr., $34.50; 2 yrs., $58.00.
(Foreign postage $6.00 additional per year.) Change of
address: Four to six weeks' notice is required. Please
state exactly how magazine is to be addressed.
Include zip code. For new subscriptions only call

(1) 800-247-2160. Printed in U.S.A. Second class
postage paid at Washington, D.C., and additional
mailing offices. Title registered as trademark U.S. and
Canadian Patent Offices. Published every Saturday by
SCIENCE SERVICE, Inc., 17719 N St., N.W,,
Washington, D.C. 20036. (202-785-2255)

ISSN 0036-8423

XIENCE NEVD'

The Weekly Newsmagazine of Science

This Week

20 Fast Times in Silicon Circuits

20 Putting the freeze on liver tumors

21 On the trail of ocean bubbles

21 Hunting Planet X: A nothing that counts
22 A new way of making spectral redshifts
22 Human fetal-cell transplants planned
23 ‘Boring’ reading and nearsightedness

23 Syphilis on the rise

23 Will the real Asian roach please stand up?

Research Notes

24 Astronomy
24 Biology

25 Chemistry
25 Technology

Articles

26 A Midrash Upon Quantum Mechanics

28 Newswatch From Space

Cover: This photo of the Soviet Chernobyl nuclear plant, taken by
the French SPOT satellite shortly after the reactor's accident last
year, was promptly made commercially available by SPOT officials.
The possibility that U.S. media might want a similar satellite of their
own for journalistic purposes, however, has raised issues ranging
from national security to freedom of the press. (Images: © 1987
CNES, Courtesy of SPOT Image Corp., Reston, Va.)

Departments
19 Letters
29 Books

Science Service Institution for the public understanding of science founded 1921; a nonprofit corporation.
Board of Trustees — President, Glenn T. Seaborg; Vice President, Gerald F. Tape; Treasurer, Willis Harlow
Shapley; Secretary, Hilleary F. Hoskinson; Joseph W. Berg Jr.; Edward Bliss Jr.; Bowen C. Dees; David A.
Goslin; J. David Hann; Milton Harris; Elena O. Nightingale; O.W. Riegel; H. Guyford Stever; John Troan;

Deborah P. Wolfe.

Director: E. G. Sherburne Jr.; Assistant Director: Dorothy Schriver; Business Manager: Donald R. Harless.

Letters

Breast-feeding and cancer

Again — an investigation into the causes of
breast cancer with no comment on lactation
as a factor (“Alcohol-Breast Cancer Link,” SN:
5/9/87, p.292). The usual addenda are men-
tioned: obesity, heredity, child-bearing fac-
tors. A closing comment notes a higher inci-
dence among “middle- and upper-class”
women. It seems some additional pertinent
questions need to be addressed.

Why has lactation never been the focus of a
major study concerning breast cancer? Could
some already identified “risk groups” — over
age 25 first pregnancies, few or no children,
upper economic status, even type and/or
frequency of alcohol consumption — be re-
lated to the same sector of the population
who bear first or only children later in life,
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and often nurse those children for shorter
periods, if at all?

I have noted only a single fleeting reference
to an unidentified study, some years ago,
where lactation was shown to cause a de-
crease in the frequency of breast cancer when
awoman had nursed an only child for at least
ayear,or two or more children for atleast nine
months each. As a further point of investiga-
tion, lactation may affect maternal cho-
lesterol and fat intake and the resulting bodily
absorption of these substances. This could
offer a relevant corollary to existing studies
that have demonstrated a higher occurrence
of breast cancer among women with high-fat
diets.

Susan K. Olden-Stahl
Germantown, Md.

The current position taken by the National
Institutes of Health is: “Contrary to earlier
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beliefs, lactation does not seem to decrease the
risk of breast cancer. What had appearedto be a
protective effect from nursing now seems to
have been a reflection of parity [childbirth
factors].” The issue is still under study, however.
Some recent research reported in the literature
suggested a “protective effect,” while other stud-
iesdid not support a link between breastfeeding
and breast cancer. —D. D. Edwards
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