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Killer cell (small, top) between cancer cells.

Of all the dangers the human body faces during a
lifetime — from a broken leg while skiing to a simple
papercut — the most prevalent and consistent of these
hazards arise from invaders invisible to the naked eye.
These are the bacteria, protozoa, fungi and viruses that
inhabit our bodies in countless forms and numbers.
And it is our own immunological system that strikes
with defensive force to rid the body of these foreign
cells. In 196 pages of over 300 startling photographs
(200 in color) taken with the most advanced equip-
ment, award-winning photographer Nilsson shows the
defense system of the body at work. With the help of an
electron microscope, Nilsson has photographed events
never before recorded. This revolutionary pho-
tographic essay also depicts the architecture of blood
clots, the battles between white blood cells and
bacteria, killer T-cells attacking cancer and antibodies
struggling to locate and repel foreign, sometimes
deadly substances in the body, including the AIDS virus.
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