Quiddities

Moving from A (alphabet) to Z (zero), Quiddities roams through more
than eighty topics, each providing a full measure of piquant thought,

An Intermittently

By WV. Quine

wordplay and wisdom, couched in easy and elegant prose — “Quine at

his unbuttoned best,” in critic Donald Davidson’s words. Philosophy,
language and mathematics are the subjects most fully represented; titles
of entries include belief, communication, free will, idiotisms, longitude
and latitude, marks, prizes, Latin pronunciation, tolerance, trinity. Even
the more technical entries are larded with homely lore, anecdote and

whimsical humor.

“Mr. Quine, who has in his time changed the face of symbolic logic and
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ordinary language philosophy, here turns his mind to standard
philosophical subjects such as free will, to topics in number theory and
to matters of language. He has spent a lifetime making things clear,
and the 85 mini-essays collected here are models of clarity in the
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THE HISTORY OF

INVENTION:

From Stone Axes to Silicon Chips

TREVOR LWILLIAMS

By Trevor 1. Williams

From Stone Axes
to Silicon Chips

n The History of Invention, Williams traces the sociological evolution of
I “the inventor.” He depicts the earliest inventors as anonymous contrib-

utors. Weapons and tools carved from bone and stone, such as the
slingshot dating back to the Paleolithic Era and the development of the
wheel in Mesopotamia, are attributed to specific time periods. The second
wave of inventors stresses the importance of the individual as inventor,
including such men as Thomas Edison, Alexander Graham Bell and
Benjamin Franklin. And, finally, Williams shows how we are moving toward
a new period of anonymity as today’s technological advances are made by
groups of scientists and teams of researchers inside laboratories and large
corporations.

With 400 illustrations and diagrams, 300 in full color, The History of
Inventionis a colorful and comprehensive chronology of the inventions and
innovations that have shaped our modern world. It is a wonderful resource
for anyone interested in having a clear insight into the development of
technology. — from the publisher
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e Why Does a Cat Purr?

® How Sensitive Is a Dog’s Nose?
® Can Cats See Color?

® Do Dogs Have a Sixth Sense?

Dogwatching and Catwatching
answer many of the questions
dog and cat owners often
wonder about.

(28
hat is it about the canine
personality that has singled this animal
out from all the 4,236 species of nonhuman
mammals to be man’s closest companion? The
answer is one that some people may find disturbing,
for ‘man’s best friend’ is, in reality, a wolf in dog’s
clothing. The origins of man’s relationship with dogs,
explains Morris, lie in the fact that both early man and wolves
lived in packs, which led to a firm relationship between the two
species. . . “The domestic cat is a contradiction. No animal has
developed such an intimate relationship with mankind,
while at the same time demanding and getting such
independence of movement and action. The dog
may be man’s best friend, but it is rarely allowed
out on its own to wander from garden to
garden or street to street. The headstrong
cat walks alone.” Thus begins Morris’s
fascinating examination of cat behavior
and the way in which man and cats

interact.
—from the publisher
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makes all that clear — and delightful —
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