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Letters

Neurological exams needed

I am disappointed in “Hyperactivity: The
Family Factor” (SN: 6/18/88, p.399), in which
psychiatrists are criticizing the treatment of
this disorder.

Psychiatrists are noted for reticence to
examine their patients and do neurological
exams on them. At no pointin this article was
there any mention of the role of the neuro-
logical exam in aiding in the diagnosis of
attention deficit disorder (ADD). Making a
diagnosis on the basis of a history alone s like
making a diagnosis of a heart attack without a
blood count, enzyme study, electrocardio-
gram and so forth.

Most psychiatrists glibly criticize the treat-
ment of children with ADD using Ritalin and
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other medications. When eight out of 10 of the

symptoms and neurological signs are pres-

ent, approximately 90 percent of these kids

have a startling improvement on school work
while on the medication.

Donald Rathbun, MD

El Paso, Tex.

Stars made of diamonds
“Tiling to Infinity” (SN: 7/16/88, p.42) con-
tains a mystery | haven't been able to solve.
The text indicates there are only eight “al-
lowed” vertex configurations and refers to a
diagram showing eight figures. But two of the
figures are identical (the five-pointed star).
What is the eighth vertex configuration?
Bruce P Kirk
La Plata, Md.
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Applying the edge rule, which requires arrows
to match when two diamonds share an edge,
there are two different ways in which five fat
diamonds can be arranged to meetata common
vertex. — 1. Peterson
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