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Letters
Risk and responsibility

I am the mother of two, the youngest just 1
year old. Neither of my children had any
serious reactions to their immunizations as
babies. However, 1 am a little disturbed to
read that the real reason for giving the oral,
rather than the injectable, polio vaccine is not
just to protect my child but also to protect
those children who may not have obtained
the vaccine (“Polio Policy: A Bitter Pill to
Swallow,” SN: 7/16/88, p.43).

I am from an upper-middle-class environ-
ment, and I believe all the kids my children
were exposed to as infants were from similar
backgrounds and thus were properly immu-
nized. | also know there are clinics where less
advantaged children can obtain free vaccina-
tions, if their parents are responsible enough
to take them. Why should I have to subject my
children to needless risk, albeit exceedingly
small, in order to protect other children
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whose parents are not as responsible?

Ihope the change inimmunization policy is
quicker than the two to five years mentioned
in the article. [ do not see why the injectable
vaccine cannot be given to infants now, sepa-
rately from the DTP vaccine if need be. Then,
when the children are older and have some
immunity built up, their pediatricians could
follow with the oral vaccine.

In the meantime, maybe our health officials
need to put more effort into getting to those
children who are not brought to clinics volun-
tarily.

Belinda Root
Houston, Tex.

Debunking debated

To give credit to The Amazing Randi’s
debunking of the French homeopathic ex-
periments (“NATURE douses dilution experi-
ment,” SN: 7/30/88, p.69) boggles my mind.
Here is a former stage magician mixing up the
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bottles and taping codes on the ceiling (mis-
directing attention?) with the express inten-
tion of proving the homeopathic procedures
worthless. In fact, he has made a career out of
invalidating chosen targets which he has
labeled as pseudoscience. Not impartial, he.
Who, I must ask, is more likely to have fooled
the NATURE editor?
Hugh M.S. Lovel
Blairsville, Ga.

One argument used to discredit the French
homeopathic experiments seems weak: that
Benveniste’s lab is supported by a homeo-
pathic drug company. Aren’t most studies of
synthetic drugs also supported by drug com-
panies with vested interests? It now costs up
to $125 million to prove a drug safe and
efficacious in the United States. Much of that
money goes from drug companies to drug-
testing firms.

Jim Duke
Beltsville, Md.
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