A Science Service Publication
Volume 134, No. 14, October 1, 1988

E.G. Sherburne Jr.
Patrick Young
Laurie Jackson
Wendy McCarren

Bruce Bower
Richard Monastersky

Publisher

Editor

Managing Editor
Production/Design
Director

Behavioral Sciences
Earth Sciences

Janet Raloff Environment/Policy

Carol Eron, Life Sciences/

Rick Weiss Biomedicine

Ivars Peterson Mathematics/Physics

Christopher Vaughan,  Physical Sciences/

Stefi Weisburd Technology

Jonathan Eberhart Space Sciences

Janice Rickerich Assistant to the Editor

Melissa Hendricks, Science Writer

Charles E. Knox Interns

Jane M. Livermore Books

Donald R. Harless Advertising/Business
Manager

Copyright © 1988 by Science Service, Inc.,
Editorial and Business Offices,

1719 N St., N.W,, Washington, D.C. 20036.
Republication of any portion of SCIENCE NEWS
without written permission of the publisher is
prohibited.

Subscription Department
231 West Center Street, Marion, Ohio 43305

Subscription rate: 1yr., $34.50; 2 yrs., $58.00.
(Foreign postage $6.00 additional per year.) Change of
address: Four to six weeks' notice is required. Please
state exactly how magazine is to be addressed.
Include zip code. For new subscriptions only call

(1) 800-247-2160. Printed in U.S.A. Second class
postage paid at Washington, D.C., and additional
mailing offices. Title registered as trademark U.S. and
Canadian Patent Offices. Published every Saturday by
SCIENCE SERVICE, Inc., 1719 N St., N.W,,
Washington, D.C. 20036. (202-785-2255)

ISSN 0036-8423

JIENCE NEVS'

The Weekly Newsmagazine of Science

This Week

212 Computing Limits to Superconductivity
212 Largest engineering prize

213 Recasting plaster in Late Stone Age

213 Well-bred cells: Poor hosts to viruses

214 Alternate source of fifth force challenged
214 DNA from single sperm spurs gene studies
215 Cyclosporine brings tears to dry eyes

215 Slip-sliding away the rough edges

215 New view of fatty foods in diabetics’ diets

Research Notes

218 Biomedicine

218 Food Science

219 Science & Society

219 Space Sciences

Articles

220 From Here to Maternity
Cover: Bringing up baby is a precarious balancing act for
increasing numbers of women with jobs outside the home. Social
scientists are beginning to examine how parental leave policies
might best work for mothers, fathers and employers. (lllustration
by Thomas L. Tilton)

223 Flashback Photography

Departments

210 Books

211 Letters

Science Service Institution for the public understanding of science founded 1921; a nonprofit corporation.
Board of Trustees — President, Glenn T. Seaborg; Vice President, Gerald F. Tape; Treasurer, Willis Harlow
Shapley; Secretary, Hilleary F. Hoskinson; Joseph W. Berg Jr.; Edward Bliss Jr.; Bowen C. Dees; David A.
Goslin; J. David Hann; Milton Harris; Elena O. Nightingale; O.W. Riegel; H. Guyford Stever; John Troan;

Deborah P. Wolfe.

Director: E. G. Sherburne Jr.; Assistant Director: Dorothy Schriver; Business Manager: Donald R. Harless.

Letters

Al not necessary

In “New technologies emerge in medical
AI” (SN: 8/13/88, p.101) you state that “a new
generation of liquid crystal video displays
charged with Al-coordinated electrical cur-
rents produce...polarized images...
[which] when viewed through special polar-
ized glasses appear completely three-dimen-
sional. ...

The implication is that it requires an Al-
coordinated system to produce a field-
sequential stereoscopic system. Not so.
Although we have sold systems for this ap-
plication, most of the users of our electronic
stereoscopic product are in molecular model-
ing, aerial mapping or computer-aided de-
sign. These products do not require artificial
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intelligence.
Lenny Lipton
Chief Technical Officer
Chairman of the Board
StereoGraphics Corp.
San Rafael, Calif
Out of sequence

Regarding “Researchers eye retinal remap-
ping” (SN: 8/20/88, p.119), describing the
work being done by David Loshin and me, |
would like to clarify a small point in the final
paragraph. The programmable remapper was
developed at the Johnson Space Center for
the space applications mentioned, but not as
an adaptation of military technology. Instead,
the adaptation is the other way around —
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NASA is the originator. The machine vision

work here is funded in part by the Army

Missile Command, principally for its missile

guidance potential. The application to human

low vision is a technological spinoff that has
the keen interest of both organizations.

Richard D. Juday

Manager, Robotic Vision

Tracking Techniques Branch

Johnson Space Center

Houston, Tex.
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