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Fire and fur

“Ancient human ancestors got all fired up”
(SN: 12/10/88, p.372) may contain the infor-
mation that solves the “Naked Ape” question.
Fire, rather than sexuality or some other silly
factor, was probably the force behind human-
ity’s loss of fur.

If the use of fire was really important for
early hominids’ survival in territory shared
by predators, the ability to use it would have
been a great selective advantage. The down
side would be that no furry animal could have
lived closely with it. The hominids would thus
have had to become “naked” in order for fire
to be very useful to them.

Then, when the weather was cold or homi-
nids moved to colder climates, they would
wear animal furs, which could easily be
thrown off if they caught fire.

The sequence would have been: Tool-mak-
ing animal discovers fire, fire becomes essen-
tial to the animal’s survival, fur becomes a
liability causing selection for hairlessness,
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fire’'s warmth and animal furs substitute for how fire was used, or if hominids endured

natural hair. smoky eyes to keep predators at bay. —B. Bower
Roger P Zabkie
Roseville, Calif . .
A hole in the logic?
I question the use of the word “caves” in In reference to the letter written by Richard

“Ancient human ancestors got all fired up.” ‘K. Downs concerning wormholes (SN:

The eyes of early hominids must have been  12/10/89, p.371): Although he offers an inter-
as sensitive to smoke as those of the much esting scenario with gold bars, et al., | do
later Cro-Magnons, who used “rock shelters”  believe he is somewhat off track in his logic.
for living and cooking. His time traveler will not have more than

If fire was used only to ward off predators, it  two bars at any given time, and then only
was surely in “rock shelters” and not “caves.”  briefly. At some point in time, he will send his
These early hominids and early humans were  original bar into the past and wind up with
evidently more intelligent than Modern Man,  only one bar again.

who is only now realizing the danger of smog Or, in short (or is it in long?):
and smoke-filled rooms. A man of the future, I'm told
Evelyn Horn Wootton Wanted more than one bar of gold
Port Ludlow, Wash. But his past self received

Just a temporary reprieve
The Swartkrans site, where the evidence for When he got the new, he'd send out the old.

hominid fires was found, is indeed an under- Vanita A. Green
ground cave complex. It is far from clear exactly Chicago, Ill.
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