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New American
Pocket Medical

Dictionary
Second Edition

Nancy Roper, Editor

Revised and updated with more than
1,000 entries reflecting advances in
medical technology since the first

U.S. edition was published 10 years
ago. Contains full-colorillustrations of
the major body systems, conversion
tables for units used in medicine,
poison-control-center telephone
numbers listed by state, and com-

mon abbreviations used for medical

records, in addition to numerous
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medical definitions ranging from cat
scratch fever to vanillymandelic acid.

Scribner, 1988, 367 pages, 7Y4"x4%2",
paperback, $12.95 ISBN 0-684-19031-1

| WANT
TOBE A
MATHE-
MATICIAN

An Aufomathography
in Three Parts

By Paul R. Halmos

Mathematical Assn. of America, 1985,
421 pages, 6" x 9", paperback, $18.00
ISBN 0-88385-445-7

This is definitely not a mathematics
book, and, even more definitely, it is
not the story of my origins and my life.
Sure, | had parents (two), and wives
(two, one at atime, the present one for
forty years), and cats (eight, fwo at a
time, the present two for three years).
| had and have many faults, and, I'm
pretty sure, a few virtues — that’s not
what this book is about. The book is
about the career of a professional
mathematician from the 1930s fo the
1980s. It tells about the University of
lllinois, the Institute for Advanced
Study, and the universities commonly
identified as Chicago, Michigan and
Indiana. It expresses prejudices, it
tells anecdotes, it gossips about peo-
ple, and it preaches sermons. It tells
about taking prelims, looking for a job,
writingabook, travelling, teachingand
editing. Fifty years ago | was cocky,
iconoclastic, eager, ambitious, in a
hurry, ignorant, insecure. To some
extent the book is from the me of today
to the me of yore, revealing some of
the secrets that | desperately wanted
to know then.

—from the overture

“The autobiography is a frank,
personal, witty commentary
on mathematicians and math-
ematics by one of the most
influential and observant mathe-
maticians of our time. It is much
more about the profession of
mathematics than the personal
life of the author”
— Henry Helson in
Mathematical Reviews
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