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Letters

Fiscal forerunner

Maybe it is so obvious that the author didn’t
think it worth mentioning, but it would ap-
pear that the clay tokens described in
“Tokens of Plenty” (SN: 12/24&31/88, p.408)
were also an immediate forerunner to the
concepts of money and coinage.

The article does mention that there were
focal points for the storage of tokens. With
someone storing the tokens there was un-
doubtedly the concept of borrowing, and of
lending as well.

Bernard F Mayoff
Richardson, Tex.

In defense of rat research

Thank you for the attention paid to our
paper presented at the Neuroscience meeting
in Toronto (“Beating the MSG clock,” SN:
11/26/88, p.350; Letters, SN: 1/7/89, p.3).

Our research group has contributed to the
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understanding of the mechanisms by which
convulsive phenomena are produced in ani-
mal models representing various types of
human epilepsy. Some of these types still
cause disability and even death throughout
the world.

The larger the body of information avail-
able regarding the mechanisms of production
of convulsions, their relationships with cyclic
metabolic variations, and the mechanisms of
new antiepileptic compounds including their
side effects, the more rational would be the
clinical management and treatment of epilep-
tic patients in the future.

In carrying out our experiments in labora-
tory animals, we carefully observe the pol-
icies provided by the Guide for the Care and
Use of Laboratory Animals, edited by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services,
Public Health Service and National Institutes
of Health; and the Biomedical Investigator’s
Handbook for Researchers Using Animal Mod-
els, edited by the Foundation for Biomedical
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Research in Washington, D.C.

I would advise Miss Noeldner and other
overreacting people to read NEUROSCIENCE
NEWSLETTER, March/April 1988, and SCIENCE,
Nov. 11, regarding the use of animals in
biomedical research.

Alfredo Feria-Velasco

Unit Director

Head, Neuropathology Group
Instituto Mexicano del Seguro Social
Guadalajara, Mexico
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