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Is math to go the way of English, with “for-
get the phonics” education producing a gen-
eration of poor spellers and near illiterates?
The function of education is to develop the
mind so that the educated can use this to
solve problems. Without the fundamental
concepts of math firmly understood, a math
student using a calculator or other tool is only
playing a game someone else thought up. How
much better if they could invent their own
game from understanding all the basic facts.

No, | was not a math teacher. I don't really
recall liking the subject much. But I can add
(and use a calculator and computer too!).

Margaret N. Smith
Palmetto, Fla.

Configuration clarified

In “Ripples in a crystalline copper bed”
(SN: 1/28/89, p.62), the atomic structure of
copper is described as having a copper atom
at each corner of a cube and one atom at its
center. This configuration incorrectly identi-
fies copper as having a body-centered cubic
atomic structure. The correct structure for
copper is face-centered cubic, in which a
copper atom resides at each corner of the
cube and one atom on each face of the cube.

James C. McMahon
Temecula, Calif

CORRECTION

Polar stratospheric ice clouds develop when
stratospheric temperatures fall below —85° C.
An error omitted the minus sign of this number
in “Fate of Arctic ozone remains up in the air”
(SN: 1/21/89, p.37).
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This book is intended to dispel the myths and fears
long associated with bats. Spectacular color photo-
graphs throughout the book offer a close-up look at
this fast flying mammal and illustrate some of the
1,000 species of bat found in the world. Written by a
biologist and bat lover, the book serves as a field guide
to bat species of North America and touches on the
natural history of bats, how our fear of them
developed, what to do when you encounter bats, where
to find them if you are looking, and how to get them
out of your house if they happen to get in.

Univ. of Texas Press, 1988, 8'4" x 6", 96 pages, paperback
$9.95. ISBN 0-292-70406-2

Science News Books
1719 N St., NW, Washington, DC 20036

Please send copylies) of Americd's Neighborhood Bats. |
include a check payable to Science News Books for $9.95
plus $2.00 postage and handling (total $11.95) for each copy.
Domestic orders only.
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SigmalPlot software “rsfe,
creates publication quality
charts & graphs For

the scientist.

IBM PC and Compatibles

Create proFessional graphs For scientific
publications, poster sessions, or lectures.
Unlike business software, Sigma-Plot con-
tains essential scientific Features.

» Automatic error bars
m Multiple graphs per page
= 65,000 paoints per dataset

Free brochure 800-874-1888
In CA 415-924-8640

FAX: 415-924-2850 / Telex: 4931977
In Europe: R.J.A. Handers, Germany
Ph #02101/666268
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n Greek and math symbols

s Polynomial curve fitting, and more...
Accepts ASCIl and DIF data Files from
Lotus, dBase, or your own programs.
Support For Hewlett-Packard and
compatible plotters, HP Laserjets, and
selected dot matrix printers. Money-
back guarantee.
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“Microcomputer Tools
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