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“Regardless of what
kind of engineer or
citizen one may be...

Sam Florman’s books are

essential reading’

Blaming Technology

“It is an immense gratification to
engineers to realize that finally
someone has put the words
together that we have all so long
felt needed to be said.”

—Mechanical Engineering

“Florman is the man we’ve been
looking for. Incredible as the com-
bination may appear, he is both a
practicing engineer and a truly
gifted writer.” —Fortune

“Mr. Florman is one of the wisest
and most literate persons writing
today on important issues of tech-
nology and the general culture.”

—Baltimore Morning Sun

‘A timely and relevant book which
should be mandatory
reading for all engi-
neers, business leaders
and concerned
citizens.”

—Personal Computing

The Existential Pleasures
Of Engineering

“I can advise only that every engi-
neer should read The Existential
Pleasures of Engineering at least
once.” —New Engineer

“Clear, erudite, and occasionally
eloquent, a useful read for engi-
neers given to self-scrutiny.”

—TIME

“Ought to be included on the
required reading lists of engineer-
ing schools, for students, faculty
and alumni.”

—Engineering Education

“Gracefully written.... Refreshing

and highly infectious enthusiasm....

Imaginatively
engineered.”
—New York Times
Book Review
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—Philadelphia Inquirer

The Civilized Engineer

“Remarkable....There is no other
engineer author who talks to engi-
neers the way Florman does. Any
intelligent engineer who doesn’t
want to think like a frog in an
enclosed pond would do well to
read this book.”

—Engineering Times

“It is encouraging to read a book
by an engineer who sees things so
clearly and who writes so well.”
—Los Angeles Times

“Enjoyable to read ... a useful aid
for focusing one’s own (often
unexamined) views on what it now
means and what it should mean to
be an engineer.”

—IEEE Technology and
Society Magazine
Available at bookstores or call
toll-free 1-800-221-7945

(In New York: 212-674-5151), exten-

sion 577. Use your Visa or MasterCard.

Or use this coupon:
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l Please send me SAMUEL FLORMAN’S
____ BLAMING TECHNOLOGY (08363-7)

@$695 ea.
— THE EXISTENTIAL PLEASURES OF
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Extraordinary People

Understanding “Idiot Savants”

By Darold A. Treffert

Harper & Row, 1989, 291 pages,
91" x 6'/2”, hardcover, $17.95
ISBN 0-06-015945-6

Science News Books
1719 N St., NW, Washington, DC 20036

Please send copy(ies) of Extraordinary
People. 1 include a check payable to Science News
Books for $17.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling
(total $19.95) for each copy. Domestic orders only.
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Address

o A man with a mental age of an 11-year-old and a vocabulary of 58 words who can
give the population of every city and large town in the United States, the names and
locations of 2,000 of the country’s leading hotels, statistics on 3,000 mountains and
rivers and the essential facts about 2,000 inventions and discoveries;

e A blind girl with an 1.Q. under 50 who can sing and play on the piano the entire
soundtrack of a Broadway musical after hearing it just once;

e A young man with an 1.Q. of 50 and severely limited verbal abilities who can create
magnificent clay animal sculptures in lifelike detail in less than an hour;

e A boy who cannot dress or feed himself nor communicate the simplest of thoughts
but can compute the cube root of an eight-figure number in only a few seconds . . .

These are examples of Savant Syndrome, an exceedingly rare condition in which persons
have spectacular “islands of genius” that stand in stark contrast to their mental
handicaps. In Extraordinary People, psychiatrist Treffert pulls together for the first time a
summary of reported cases and the observations of their chroniclers; describes in detail a
number of new cases; outlines new theories put forward by various investigators;
highlights new research and discusses the far-reaching implications Savant Syndrome has
for understanding normal brain function. Readers will be introduced to some famous

) historical savants, such as the institutionalized seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
City artist Gottefried Mind, “the Cats’ Raphael,” and the blind American slave and musical
prodigy known as Blind Tom. — from the publisher

State Zip

RB 1043

|

'll

Heritage Series
features 15
paper airplanes
to construct
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hitewings®

Designed by Yasuaki Ninomiya

)

When you hear the words “paper airplane” you may think of a
child's folded plane made of a piece of paper. If you use a
somewhat thicker and better quality paper, and cut and glue
several layers of paper together, you can design and build
aerodynamically and structurally high-performance paper
planes. The Whitewing "Heritage Series” 15 model kit includes
rocer models featuring modified saddle type wings, easily

Includes designs for: 701 Lindberg, 305 Wilbur,
Lockheed Constellation and Voyager

AG Industries, 1988, 58 page booklet, 15 cardboard cutouts,
7" x N", $12.95

assembled light plane models, profile models of well-known
planes and three new models featuring the triangular long
fuselage. All the parts are printed on excellent quality drawing
paper so you need only aminimum of tools such as scissors and
glue. The booklet that accompanies the planes contains
assembly instructions, flight instructions and an introduction to
paper plane design. You can easily build a plane with excellent Name
flying capability. The completed Whitewings will fly much better Address
than you probably ever imagined a paper plane could fly. City State Zip

— from the designer RB 1041
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