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“Not surprisingly, it is one of the deepest human yearnings to break
out of this gravitational field, even though we value the security and
stability it provides. Every vacation, every daydream, every bet on the
lottery is precisely this wish to break away. In a recent psychological
study, people were asked: ‘If you had the time and money to do
anything you wanted, what would you do?’ The reactions were almost
unanimous: Most respondents said they would travel. Actually, we do
not have to travel to get away. It so happens that the very organism that
imprisons us, also gives us a way out. What we are talking about is the
sense of escape and diversion that occurs when we get absorbed in
something. Absorption is but a simple switch of attention, yet it can
open us up psychologically to a degree that is not possible in the
everyday frame of mind. In a manner of speaking, absorption is the
hypnosis of the common people. It is also the heart of adult play
experience, and must be examined if we are to understand recreation
as a phenomenon in its own right. In the first chapter we shall review
the scientific evidence for the close relationship between absorption
and hypnosis, and throughout the remainder of the book we will
attempt to show how adults have used this absorped-hypnotic
capability to bring diversion into their lives.”

— from the preface
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The New Physics is a collection of all the major topics
at the frontiers of fundamental physics research. A
team of international experfs gives an up-fo-date
account of the exhilarating advances in their fast-
moving fields. What are the ultimate building blocks
of matter? Is there a unifying superforce? What
caused the Big Bang? Are there unseen dimensions
of space? Can gravity be quantized? Affempts to
address these ultimate questions are presented
alongside more immediafe topics, such as the
behavior of matter at low temperatures or near
critical points, the electronic properties of new
materials and the astonishing progress being made
in laser physics. From quarks to quasars and black
holes, from ‘miraculous’ self-organizing systems to
unexpectedly chaotic systems, The New Physics
boldly tackles allthe key concepts. Aimed at scientist
and general reader alike, the articles are profusely
illustrated with color photographs and clear explan-
atory diagrams, and have been meticulously edi-
ted to ensure that they will appeal to a wide range
of readers.

— from the publisher
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geology in various states
across this country based
onaroad-by-road study of
the structure of the Earth
as revealed from a car
window.’

— Adirondack Magazine

Some comments about the series:

“A splendid production in two colors, this book
should be owned by every motorist in Colorado.”

— Earth Science

“If you are interested in geology, don't start a trip in Oregon

without taking this book along.” — The Community Press
“. .. sure to enrich the experience of anyone traveling in the state.”

— New York Times Book Review

“. .. an intriguing, imaginatively illustrated paperbound original designed for the layman.”
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— San Francisco Chronicle
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