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Letters
Only the beginning

Dregs? What a way to describe a youthful
galaxy (“The Dregs of the Universe,” SN:
7/22/89, p.60) that hasn’t even arrived at its
maturity! Remember, we're seeing it as it was
nearly three-quarters of a billion years ago. It
takes time to draw in all that tenuous hydro-
gen, but time is what Malin 1 and its sibling
have plenty of.

Arthur J. Morgan
New York, N.Y.

Psychiatric zeitgeist

A statement in “An early start for panic”
(SN: 7/22/89, p.61) carries the seeds of an
early start for high blood pressure in some
psychiatrists.

“The children significantly improved when
treated with drugs that ease the panic and
agoraphobia of adults,” you write. “Each child
also attended psychotherapy sessions.”

First, if psychotherapy and drugs were used
concurrently, one can say very little about the
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contribution of either; yet the report implies
efficacy for medication and mentions psycho-
therapy as if by afterthought.

Second, while the present zeitgeist in psy-
chiatry favors chemistry, the extent to which
anxiolytics “ease the panic” is still a matter of
lively debate.

Malcolm Stewart-Morris
Psychiatrist
Oakland, Calif

Not just natural selection

I understand J. Eric Triau’s comments (Let-
ters, SN: 7/15/89, p.35) concerning Ingrid
Wickelgren’s misleading use of the verb
“evolve,” but Triau employs an equally con-
fusing use of the noun “evolution.”

Triau uses this word as synonymous with
Darwin’s theory of evolution, or evolution by
natural selection. His interpretation negates
other important processes of evolution such
as mutation, recombination, genetic drift,
migration and inbreeding. Clearly, natural
selection interacts with these other pro-
cesses during evolution, but these are none-
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theless considered other valid processes of
evolution. If we are looking at subtle misin-
terpretations, as Triau states he is, then he
incorrectly describes evolution as “the non-
random trend of species toward adaptation
based on successful transmission of random
mutations conferring survival.”
April Ann Fong
Dauvis, Calif.

Proximate vs. ultimate

William Check (Letters, SN: 7/15/89, p.44)
suggests that behavioral scientists are plac-
ing too much emphasis on genetic explana-
tions of social behavior. He cites our work on
African bee eaters (“Avian Altruism,” SN:
6/10/89, p.364) in which we found that: (1)
nonbreeding helpers at the nest greatly in-
creased the production of young fledging
from such nests; (2) helpers were closely
related to the young being reared; and (3)
helpers chose to aid close genetic relatives
rather than distantly related or unrelated
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