Books

Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handli
charge for each book, to SCIENCE NEWS Books, 171
N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036. All books sent
postpaid. Domestic orders only. Please allow 4-6 weeks
for delivery.

Cosmic Coincidences: Dark Matter, Mankind
and Anthropic Cosmology — John Gribbin and
Martin Rees. Explores the relationship of humans
with the rest of the universe. A science writer and
an astronomer investigate the many ‘“‘coinci-
dences" that allowed humans to establish them-
selves on Earth, presenting for the general reader
the current theories and the latest advances in
understanding such physical phenomena as dark
matter, black holes, brown dwarfs and quark
nuggets. Bantam, 1989, 302 p., illus., hardcover,
$19.95.

A Forest Journey: The Role of Wood in the
Development of Civilization — John Perlin. A
survey of wood's importance from the Bronze
Age through the 19th century. Chronicles how
civilizations have dealt with problems of des-
ertification, lack of firewood, flooding and erosion
caused by centuries of deforestation. This is a
well-llustrated and documented reference to the
age-old problem of deforestation, but it does not
address the current deforestation debate. Nor-
ton, 1989, 445 p, illus., hardcover, $19.95.

The Material of Invention — Enzio Manzini.
Chronicles the influence of materials science on
engineering and product design. With the devel-
opment of new plastics, fiberglass and com-
posite materials, a product design is no longer
constrained by available materials, and the possi-
ble innovations seem endless. Discusses the
history of design in relation to the materials
available and concludes with designers' specula-
tions on a future in which new materials will lead to
new product designs. Translated from Italian by
Antony Shugaar. MIT Pr, 1989, 255 p., b&w and
color illus., hardcover, $45.00.

Stars and Their Spectra: An Introduction to
the Spectral Sequence — James B. Kaler. A well-
illustrated, technical overview of spectral classi-
fication ranging from the cool M to hottest O.
Begins with the fundamentals of stars—what they
are like, how they are constructed and organized.
Explains the history, development and physical
basis of spectral classification, then goes on to
look at prominent members of each of the seven
spectral classes. Concludes by explaining how a
star can change from one type to another and
even pass through all the classes in its lifetime.
Cambridge U Pr, 1989, 300 p., illus., hardcover,
$29.95.

Three Scientists and Their Gods: Looking for
Meaning in an Age of Information — Robert
Wright. Examines how three distinguished and
quite different scientists think about the universe
and our place in it. Wright profiles Edward
Fredkin, a physicist and computer scientist; Ed-
ward O. Wilson, a biologist and architect of
sociobiology; and Kenneth Boulding, an econo-
mist and the originator of the general systems
theory. The author says the book is about, among
other things, information — its concept, its func-
tion at various levels of organic organization, and
the meaning of the information age — and the
meaning of life. Originally published in hardcover
by Times Books in 1988. Har-Row, 1989, 324 p.,
paperback, $8.95.
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The wonders and fun

of science... rightin
your child’'s 7
hands! =

Science kit-of-the-month program
fascinates kids 8-14 years old with
science learning and science fun!

It's called THINGS of Science, and it is
specially designed to stimulate your child’s
interest in science. To simplify sophisticated
concepts. And to challenge bright and curi-
ous youngsters.

Every month, a new science kit is sent to
members with all the safe, simple materials
and easy-to-follow instructions they need to
conduct as many as 30 interesting and
educational experiments. Recent kits have dealt
with the principles of magnetism. .. sea shells... weather ... gravity ... fossils. .. seed
growth...friction ... how to build a sun dial...and many other exciting subjects.

Kids, parents, teachers love itl An ideal gift. Just $3 per monthly kit with annual mem-
bership. Satisfaction guaranteed. Begin your child’s membership today!

HOW TO ORDER: To start a 12-kit, one-year membership, send your name and address,
the name and address of your young ‘‘scientist” (we'll also mail a gift card and official
membership card), along with your check/money order for $36 to the address below:

THINGS of Sclence, Dept. 202-F, 1950 Landings Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34231

OFFER VALID ONLY INUS.A

Cosmos and Metacosmos will offend some
true believers in science and religion, yet it will
gratify many others in both camps, for itoffers a sat-
isfying, hard-headed synthesis of religion and
science-a "nontheistic nonmaterialism". The uni-
verse, argues Dr. Wesson, cannot be conceived as
a fortuitous outcome, yet neither is it under the
guidance of a supreme person.

Directand popularin style,immense in scope,
Cosmos and Metacosmos moves from physics
through biology, history, psychology, social de-
velopment, and ethics, to present a new, science-
based metaphysics, avoiding the traditional mate-
rial/spiritual dichotomy.

The Cosmos, or material universe began from
apointabout 15 billion years ago; it was generated
from a matrix Dr. Wesson calls the Metacosmos.
The Cosmos is so improbable in its parameters that
the Metacosmos must contain something parallel
to creativity, intelligence, and purpose. The order
behind the universe is more basic than its material
substance.

The truths of physics, argues Dr. Wesson, are
open-ended: every answer must always raise new
questions. The evolution of life cannot be fully
explained by natural selection. The mind is also
beyond complete understanding; all these limita-
tions of theory become comprehensible in the
context of Cosmos and Metacosmos.

A distinguished political scientist, Robert
Wesson is senior research fellow at the Hoover
Institution and professor emeritus at the Univer-
sity of California at Santa Barbara.

OPEN COURT P.O. Box 599 Peru, lllinois 61354

CoOSMOS anD
METACOSMOS

“a mind-expanding attempt
toprobethephilosophicalim-
plications raised by the cut-
ting edges of contemporary
science. His discussions of
evolution and of the mind are
fascinating.”

—Gus di Zerega, Berkeley

“Clear, easy to read, and
packed full of examples,
Robert Wesson's book ranges
over physics, biology, the phi-
losophy of mind, and moral-
ity with a scope and vision
that have become exception-
ally rare.”
—W.W. Bartley Il
Author of Wittgenstein

N
Paper $11.95 ¢Cloth $26.95

Atbookstores, or order toll free
by calling 1-800-435-6850
(In lllinois: 1-800-892-6831)
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