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Letters

Quantum coin

David Mermin’s quantum baseball philoso-
phy (*Quantum Baseball,” SN: 8/5/89, p.88)
appears unnecessarily complicated.

Real detectors don't flash red or green; they
either flash or don't flash. If they flash, parti-
cles of the right orientation are getting
through. If they don't flash, either nothing is
happening or the particles of the wrong
orientation are coming our way.

A better analogy of the correlated photon
phenomenon is a spinning coin. We can't tell
whether it’s heads or tails until we stop it and
look at it. Determining the orientation of one
side of the coin also determines that of the
other side — only in the quantum mechanical
case, the coin is not two-sided but multi-
dimensional, creating the illusion of action at
a distance.

Andrejs Baidins
Wilmington, Del.
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Ivory ban ‘unfair’

The CITES specialists are incorrect in their
contention that “all efforts to control the
poaching of elephants for their ivory have
failed” (“International tusk politics,” SN:
8/5/89, p.94). It is ironic that this information
was reported at a meeting in Botswana. While
it is true that poaching has not been con-
trolled in countries such as Kenya, Tanzania
and Uganda, poaching has been controlled
very effectively in Botswana, Zimbabwe and
South Africa, and the latter three countries
have had significant and consistent increases
in their elephant populations, even to the
extent where they must frequently reduce
elephants’ numbers to prevent overutiliza-
tion of the animals’ habitats. In Zimbabwe, for
example, professionals under close govern-
ment supervision conduct an annual “cull-
ing” of elephant herds, from which all prod-
ucts (ivory, hides and meat) are fully utilized.

A universal ban on ivory imports by the
United States and other signatories of the
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CITES treaty will unfairly penalize those

countries that have managed to develop

effective antipoaching measures and have

become the models of intelligent elephant

conservation. Rather than penalizing these

nations, perhaps we should be asking how

they have been so successful, and why Kenya

and Tanzania, for example, have failed so
miserably.

Richard S. Miller

Oastler Professor of Wildlife Ecology

Yale University

New Haven, Conn.
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