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Letters

The significance of facts

Timothy Kohchi (Letters, SN: 10/7/89,
p.227) challenged the “moderate” tone of
your reporting on the environment. [ was
pleased that your response is that your duty
is to report scientific findings and their im-
plications as accurately and fairly as possible.
Advocacy belongs elsewhere. The greatest
contribution you can make to intelligent ad-
vocacy in sensitive areas like medicine and
the environment is to provide a reliable
technological basis on which all sides can
essentially agree. A sound fact basis will help
tame the nature of the advocacy and increase
the possibility of adopting effective solutions
and making reasonable tradeoffs.

Unfortunately, the objective reporting of
testing where there is weak correlation or
incomplete data can lead some readers to
unsound inferences. It would be helpful to
include some assessment of statistical signifi-
cance in such reports.

Lloyd McAulay
New York, N.Y

DECEMBER 9, 1989

Tree-lined interstates

Nancy Irving’s idea to help offset the green-
house effect by planting trees along super-
highway medians (Letters, SN: 10/7/89, p.227)
is a good one, but implementing an idea is
sometimes more difficult than having it.

Back in the 1970s, when I first read in
SciENcE NEWs of the possible global warming
due to the burning of so much fossil fuel, I
offered my services free to the State of
Virginia to plant trees along a 30-mile stretch
of interstate. A state official informed me that
Icould plant trees there only if | represented a
Scout troop, garden club or similar organiza-
tion. Later | made the same type of offer to
North Carolina, but was again turned down
because that state already has a program for
planting trees, and possibly shrubs, along
certain highways, financed by the sale of
personalized car tags.

But times change. Because of so much
public interest in the greenhouse effect, a
consortium of 16 senators is now proposing
plans to stop it. And just this fall, President
Bush suggested to Peace Corps members in
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Sioux Falls, S.D., that trees be planted along
interstate highways as part of a national
volunteer tree-planting program. Perhaps
spontaneous individual desires to help save
our planet will be more easily accommodated
these days.
A.P Sabol
Louisburg, N.C.

Nancy Irving’s proposal seems attractive
at first glance, but it should not be forgotten
that the medians and ditches of our interstate
highway system are devoid of woody growth
as a result of specific planning and for good
reason. A vehicle that careers off the roadway
into a grassy area sustains considerably less
damage and occupant injury than one that
slams into a tree. Vehicles leaving the road-
way seldom penetrate beyond the outer
boundaries of the interstate system, and
many people going about their business to-
day can be thankful that someone planned for
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