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— In this beautifully presented book, Ernst Mayr, a professor

TOWA R D A N EW emeritus of zoology at Harvard, argues that biologists must heed

the analyses of philosophers, and philosophers must acknowl-

PH l LOSOP HY OF edge the discoveries of biologists, if both are to achieve a full

understanding of living organisms. Attempting to strengthen the

BIOLO GY \» bridge between biology and philosophy, Mayr offers 28 essays
o~ that help clear up the vagueness that persists in biology and

proposes a new direction for the philosophy of biology.
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“Mayr's power to discern Science News Books
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also to identify the telling
example should excite
unqualified admiration . . .
Toward a New Philosophy
of Biology is a book to be
developed, to be argued
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Letters continued from p.371 CAN YOUR GRAPHICS S OFTWARE
enough open space to provide for the unfore- D O ALL THIS ?

seen auto accident.

I love the woodlands. 1 care about our
environment. But each type of roadway —
scenic, local farm-to-market, cross-country,
etc. — has its own particular requirements.
Any conservation or beautification plan must
first maintain or enhance the safety of the
roadway. After that prerequisite is met, inno-
vative plans can be laid.

Floramay Ann Miller
Aberdeen, S.D.
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Fuller foresight?

Itis gratifying, but not too surprising, to see
that science once again seems to be confirm-

"Graftool has the potential
to be the ultimate graphics .
package, fulfilling every- ",
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ing predictions made by Buckminster Fuller body’s needs." i ] ‘“III|||||||l nily
in the mid-1970s and before. In “Building - Ehud Kaplan l‘
Matter From a Dozen Blocks” (SN: 10/21/89, PC Magazine’ . ‘ ;
p.260), researchers seem to be well on their N :
way to concluding that there are three and
only three families of fundamental particles
out of which the stuff of the Universe (a word L e Integrated 2D&3D graphics
Fuller always capitalized) is made. E D PREY Menu-driven user interface

In 1975, Fuller wrote, “There are only three RO Scientific spreadsheet
possible omnisymmetrical, omnitriangu- v > Presentation-quality fonts
lated, least-effort structural systems in - : Import from 1-2-3 );Excel
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tetrahedron, octahedron and icosahedron, or 2-0 and 3-0 Maps
which form the basis for the three-and-only-
three structural systems. His descriptions GRAFTOOL $495 e Interactive Demo Available o Academlc Dlscounts

begin to sound more and more like the Call 1 (800) SAY-GRAF e 1(213) 540-8818 o FAX 1 (213) 540-3492

families of quarks, leptons and neutrinos
reported in SCIENCE NEWs. 1 r e S
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nature.” He went on to describe the combina- E ¢ to dask blish
tions, rotations and permutations of the NS SRV FERNORETS
: Geogaphic Data included | Full zooming and panning
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