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To the ancient Greeks the Earth was a living goddess, Gaia. This book
replaces myth with science. Drawing on the latest developments in
geology, geochemistry, evolutionary biology and climatology, Lovelock
offers a new scientific synthesis in harmony with the Greek conception of
the Earth as a living whole, as Gaia. Conventional science has depicted
the Earth as little more than inert rock, upon which plants and animals
happen to live. Lovelock’s Gaia theory shows us a vastly different world,
one great circuit of life from its fiery core to its outer atmosphere. “Just as
the shell is part of the snail, so the rocks, the air, and the oceans are part
of Gaia,” Lovelock writes. But Gaia is remarkably resilient, forever
changing as life and the Earth evolve together. In this book Lovelock
holds Gaia still “long enough for us to begin to understand her and to see
how fair she is.” He invites us all to join in the birth of a new science,
geophysiology, dedicated to preserving the Earth.
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Panati’s Extraordinary Origins of Everyday Things
By Chavles Panati

Discover the fascinating stories behind the origins of over 500 everyday items,
expressions and customs such as Kleenex, Barbie dolls and the Boy Scouts; Slinky, the
can opener and Mother Goose; Tupperware, nail polish and safety pins; Valium,
doughnuts and honeymoons; the zipper, potato chips, the bikini and Uncle Sam.
Har-Row, 1987, 463 pages, 9" x 6", paperback, $10.95 ISBN 0-06-096419-7

Panati’s Extraordinary Endings of Practically
Everything and Everybody
By Chavles Panati
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smallpox, not guns, wiped out the
Aztecs and Incas. How a sea cow
launched the mermaid legend before the
species went extinct . . . and many more
facts and anecdotes about the demise of
practically everything and everybody un-
der the sun. Har-Row, 1989, 470 pages,
OVs” x 6", paperback, $10.95 ISBN
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