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In this absorbing commentary on the discovery of the atom’s constituents,
Steven Weinberg accomplishes a brilliant fusion of history and science.
THE DISCOVERY OF SUBATOMIC PARTICLES is, in effect, two books,
cleverly interwoven. One is an account of key events in the physics of the
twentieth century, events that led to the discovery of the electron, the
proton, and the neutron. The other is an introduction to those
fundamentals of classical physics that played crucial roles in these
discoveries. Physical concepts are introduced where needed to understand
the historical story, and each new concept builds on physics already
introduced. Updated since its hardcover publication in 1983, this is science
writing at its best for the general reader and the professional physicist.
— from the publisher

“It is a happy fact that some of the greatest scientists have been
skilled expositors of their subject for nonscientific audiences.
Einstein, Eddington, and Feynman come to mind. Steven
Weinberg, a Nobel laureate and brilliant contemporary
theorist, belongs in this company.”

— American Journal of Physics

“...one cannot fail to be touched by it.” — Physics Today
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