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ing as their discoveries.

In these pages are striking personalities and high drama; profound
confirmations of universal scientific laws; human arrogance and stu- City
pidity; intellectual courage and perseverance; triumph, humor, irony State
and tragedy. Here are scientific discoveries as they were made and
modern scientific research as it bounds and staggers forward with Daytime Phone (
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uncertainty and brilliance.

It used to be that Uranus, Neptune and Pluto eachreceived a Please send
vague paragraph in astronomy textbooks. Not much of | Planets Beyond. |include a check
interest. Not much was known. Now each is a world sur- | Payable o Science News Books

rounded by worlds with unique and fascinating stories to tell | for $16.95 plus $2.00 postage and
us about their evolution and, because they have been less
changed by the Sun, about the formation of the solar system
itself. These geologic worlds have stories as worthy of recount- | Name
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Why are we here? How is it that human beings are
among the more successful forms of life on Earth
today? There are many answers to these questions,
depending on the prejudices of the person you
address them to. A cosmologist might tell you about
the Big Bang in which our universe was born and the
way in which the chemical elements of which our
bodies are composed were cooked in stars. An
evolutionary biologist might talk of natural selection
and survival of
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In Children of the Ice, John and Mary Gribbin tell the story of the
origins and evolution of humankind, set against a backdrop of
dramatic climatic change. It was a catastrophic cooling of the
globe that contributed to the demise of the dinosaurs and
opened up new environments for mammals in particular; and it
was climatic change that forced one kind of mammal, a tree-
dwelling ape, out of the forests of Africa onfo the savannah and
the path to infelligence. The authors convincingly show that the
origin of human infelligence is infimately connected with the
series of ice ages that the world has experienced over the past
five million years — we are the Children of the Ice.

But what of the future? Are the man-made climatic changes
we are currenfly experiencing the clue for another dramatic —
and possibly terminal — phase of human life?
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