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Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handling
charge for each book, to SCIENCE NEws Books, 171
N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036. All books sent
postpaid. Domestic orders only. Please allow 4-6 weeks
for deiivery.

Cambridge Dictionary of Science and Tech-
nology — Peter Walker, Ed. This comprehensive
reference defines 45,000 terms drawn from more
than 100 fields in science and technology, includ-
ing acoustics, zoology, nuclear physics, behav-
ioral science and space exploration. Concludes
with useful appendices displaying the periodic
table of elements, the geological time scale, and
the classification of the plant and animal king-
doms. Valuable for specialists as well as general
readers. Originally published in 1988 under the
title Chambers Science and Technology Diction-
ary. Cambridge U Pr, 1990, 1,008 p., hardcover,
$39.50.

The Complete Book of Herbs, Spices and
Condiments: From Garden to Kitchen to Medi-
cine Chest — Carol Ann Rinzler. Often, the small
amounts of herbs, spices and condiments we
consume daily offer nutritional and medicinal
benefits, and many have potential uses — as
home remedies or cosmetics, for instance —
around the house or in the garden. Entries on
more than 100 herbs, spices and condiments,
ranging from alfalfa to yeast, describe the nutri-
tional value of each item, nontraditional uses and
preparations, how the item can be used for
flavoring and how it affects the body, including
benefits and adverse effects. Facts on File, 1990,
199 p., illus., hardcover, $19.95.

The Edges of Science: Crossing the Bound-
ary from Physics to Metaphysics — Richard
Morris. Describes recent speculations on the
nature and origin of the universe, examining how
and why physicists find themselves asking ques-
tions that have long been considered metaphysi-
cal. A fascinating, easy-to-read exploration of the
unique nature of some current scientific activity
and of the controversy generated as the bound-
ary between physics and metaphysics becomes
blurred. Prentice Hall Pr, 1990, 244 p., hardcover,
$18.95.

Mesoamerica’s Ancient Cities — William M.
Ferguson, Arthur H. Rohn and John Q. Royce.
Numerous color photographs capture the mys-
tery and grandeur of 51 Precolumbian cities in
Mexico, Guatemala, Belize and Honduras. The
supporting text explains what we know about the
rise and fall of these ancient cultures, including
the Olmec, Maya and Toltec, and describes the
most recent theories and research on Meso-
american civilizations. The ruins are organized
into nine geographic regions and illustrated with
photographs, diagrams and maps. U Pr of Colo,
1990, 251 p., color/b&w illus., hardcover, $45.00.

Parrots: A Natural History — John Sparks and
Tony Soper. A comprehensive account of the
natural and social history of the more than 330
species of parrots. Examines the biology and
behavior of these skillful acrobats, as well as their
long-standing relationship with people — as pets,
companions, jesters and even crime witnesses.
Vividly illustrated with color photographs and
drawings. Facts on File, 1990, 239 p., color/b&w
illus., hardcover, $24.95.
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Shaping the Earth: Tectonics of Continents
and Oceans — Eldridge M. Moores, Ed. This
engrossing collection of 12 articles from SCiEN-
TIFIC AMERICAN explains the theory of plate tec-
tonics and how continents, mountains and
oceans form. Color illustrations and photographs
supplement the concise and informative text. A
Readings from Scientific American Magazine
book. W H Freeman, 1990, 206 p., color/b&w
illus., paperback, $11.95.

Through a Window: My Thirty Years with the
Chimpanzees of Gombe — Jane Goodall. Draw-
ing on her own research, this famed ethologist
has long argued that chimps have personalities,
thoughts and emotions. Her impassioned chroni-
cal of 30 years in the lives of Tanzanian chimp
families seems likely to sway even the most
skeptical readers as Goodall portrays the com-
passion, courage, sensuality and conflict of the
chimpanzee society. She extrapolates her find-
ings to human society, concluding with a discus-
sion of the plight of wild chimps and the appalling
conditions imposed on chimps in captivity. HM,
1990, 268 p., illus., hardcover, $21.95.

Your Aching Back: A Doctor’s Guide to Relief,
Second Edition —Augustus A. White. The author,
a professor at Harvard Medical School, has
updated his manual to cover recent findings on
back ailments and their treatment. Includes help-
ful information on common causes of backache,
current diagnostic and surgical techniques, and
home treatments and self-care. S&S, 1990, 332
p., illus., paperback, $9.95.
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