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Letters

Science in the daylight

A subtle distinction is often overlooked in
discussions of peer vs. media review of scien-
tific research. John R. Saylor’s argument (Let-
ters, SN: 8/25/90, p.115) regarding cold fusion
experiments is a case in point.

Saylor is undoubtedly correct that it is
inappropriate to use the news media to garner
popular support for a scientifically untested
hypothesis. However, he is incorrect to imply
that the public should be informed of scientific
ideas only after scientists have concluded
their intramural debates.

If a politician today were to argue that the
public be spared the facts of intricate social
problems in the name of political efficiency, |
hope we would be alarmed. If a church official
were to assert that a debate on a delicate moral
issue should occur only among those pure
enough to deal with it, I know what the
response would be. When, then, is it too early
to inform “those not versed in our work” of
science?

OCTOBER 13, 1990

Objectivity is best served by the widest
dissemination of information, not by exclu-
sivity and censorship. It is appropriate, if
ironic, that Saylor chooses to argue his pointin
SciENCE NEWws, which is, after all, part of the
media.

Barry N. Bishop
Lewisburg, Pa.

Had Pons and Fleischmann presented their
cold fusion research through “established
channels,” as Saylor would prefer, the work
would have been hidden by a cloud of conser-
vative reaction and the present level of re-
search on this vital potential source of energy
would be even less than it is now.

Let scientists work in the daylight like politi-
cians, economists and lawyers. Let the media
report as completely and as interestingly on
science as they do on politics and sports.

What are the scientists afraid of?

M.S. Cahn
Aeronautical Research Scientist
Lander, Calif
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