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Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price. plus $2.00 postage and handling
charge for each book. to SCIENCE NEWS Books, 1719
N Street. NW. Washington. DC 20036. All books sent
postpaid. Domestic orders only Please allow 4-6 weeks
for delivery

The Age of Intelligent Machines — Raymond
Kurzweil. A well-illustrated, comprehensive intro-
duction to artificial intelligence. Kurzweil, a com-
puter scientist and inventor. examines the quest
to understand and recreate human intelligence,
reviewing the philosophical, mathematical and
electronic roots of such investigations as well as
current technology and future research direc-
tions. Writing for the general reader, Kurzweil
includes chapters on the science of art and the
socialimpact of artificial intelligence, and supple-
ments each section with beautiful full-color photo-
graphs and articles by artificial-intelligence ex-
perts. MIT Pr. 1990. 565 p.. color illus., hardcover,
$39.95.

Beyond the Petroleum Age: Designing a Solar
Economy — Christopher Flavin and Nicholas
Lenssen. This Worldwatch Institute study exam-
ines the technology available for harnessing
renewable energy resources, including sunlight,
wind, falling water and geothermal power, and
reviews the findings and current status of inter-
national efforts to tap renewable energy. Flavin
and Lenssen cover the economics of alternative
energy sources and of a society dependent upon
them, as well as examining the policy changes
necessary to initiate the transition away from
fossil fuels. Paper number 100 in the Worldwatch
series. Worldwatch. 1990, 65 p.. charts, paper-
back, $4.00.

Einstein’s Moon: Bell's Theorem and the Cu-
rious Quest for Quantum Reality —F. David Peat.
Writing for lay readers, the author describes the
development of quantum theory and the philo-
sophical problems it poses. Peat also explains
Bell's theorem — developed in 1964 to test the
nature of reality — and the experiments con-
ducted to determine whether objective reality,
reflected in physical laws, applies to the world of
the atom (as argued by Einstein) or whether
events on the atomic level "'just happen™ and are
best described by probabilities (as suggested by
quantum theory). Contemp Bks., 1990, 170 p.,
illus., hardcover, $18.95.

The Encyclopedia of Evolution: Humanity's
Search for Its Origins — Richard Miner. A
comprehensive, easily accessible encyclopedia
covering every aspect of the search for human-
ity's origins, including religion, law and culture.
Alphabetically arranged entries range from
Planet of the Apes to orthogenesis and Piltdown
man, and many provide suggestions for further
reading. lllustrated with photographs and
sketches. Facts on File, 1990, 470 p., illus.,
hardcover, $45.00.

Frozen Fauna of the Mammoth Steppe: The
Story of Blue Babe —R. Dale Guthrie. A concise
account of the scientific excavation of “Blue
Babe" — a 36,000-year-old bison mummy frozen
and preserved in the arctic tundra. With photo-
graphs and drawings, Guthrie retraces the detec-
tive work used to determine the circumstances of
the animal’s death, its appearance in life, and the
landscape it inhabited. Includes hypotheses
about the paleoecology of the Mammoth Steppe.
U of Chicago Pr, 1990, 323 p., illus., hardcover,
$40.00, paperback, $16.95.

Nature’s Chaos — Eliot Porter and James Gleick.
A visual celebration of patterns in nature. Gleick's
essay and Porter's spectacular color photo-
graphs illustrate how order can arise sponta-
neously out of nature's disorder. In many in-
stances, those patterns resemble fractals —
mathematical forms that repeat themselves on
small and large scales. Examples of fractal-
forming processes range from the formation of a
snowflake to the branching of alightning bolt, and
the fractal forms presented include the cracks in
drying mudbeds and lichen creeping across
exposed rock. Viking, 1990, 125 p.. color illus.,
hardcover, $29.95.

Of Kinkajous, Capybaras, Horned Beetles,
Seladangs: and the Oddest and Most Wonder-
ful Mammals, Insects, Birds, and Plants of Our
World — Jeanne K. Hanson and Deane Morrison.
This captivating, trivia-packed book briefly de-
scribes for the lay reader some of the most
unusual specimens of Earth's flora and fauna —
from fish with bifocal eyes and toads that squirt
blood to 15-pound flowers measuring a yard
across. HarperCollins, 1990, 283 p.. illus.. hard-
cover, $18.95.

The Total Penguin — James Gorman. A beau-
tifully illustrated survey of the penguin throughout
history and of the 18 extant penguin species.
Gorman is alternately playful and serious as he
describes penguins’ natural history, examines
each species for signs of the stereotypical pen-
guin — silly, stately, curious and cute —and traces
their centuries-long relationship with humans.
lllustrated with spectacuiar full-color photographs
by Frans Lanting. Prentice Hall Pr, 1990. 191 p.,
color illus., hardcover, $29.95.
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is now available to the
blind and
physically handicapped
on cassette tapes.

All inquiries should be made

directly to:

Recorded Periodicals,

Division of Volunteer Services
for the Blind

919 Walnut Street 8th Floor

Philadelphia, Pa. 19107.

Only the blind or handicapped
should apply for this service.
There is a nominal charge.

21 out of 23 Harvard graduates

didn’t know why it's

hotter in summer than in winter.

The Harvard graduates weren't
suffering from sunstroke; they
were just victims of today’s
spreading epidemic of scientific
illiteracy. Now there’s a cure:
SCIENCE MATTERS—a clear
explanation of everything

from Newton'’s laws to the
genetic code.

“A thoughtful and
concise overview of
what the citizen needs
to know about science.”

—E.D. HIRSCH, Jr., author of
Cultural Literacy

Available
at bookstores now
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