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Letters

Reef richness and risks

In “Bleached Reefs” (SN: 12/8/90, p.364), |
was erroneously cited as saying that coral
reefs may support more species than all other
marine ecosystems combined. What I said was
that they may have more species than any
other individual marine ecosystem.

This is an important difference, because I
agree with marine species-diversity authority
Howard Sanders in feeling that the two most
species-rich marine ecosystems are coral
reefs and the deep-water community living at
the base of the continental slope. In both
ecosystems, the great majority of species have
yet to be scientifically described, so it is
premature to say which has the largest num-
ber. But coral reefs certainly have the highest
biomass and productivity per unit area. In
addition, they are under the greatest threat.
Deep-sea communities should be the last to be
affected by global change.

The risk at which coral reefs are now placed
by the record seawater temperatures of 1990
and preceding years may become irreversible

JANUARY 26, 1991

within a few years unless prompt steps are
taken to protect them by halting global warm-
ing, treating sewage, reforesting watersheds,
halting unsustainable harvesting of corals,
reef organisms or sand, and developing mar-
iculture as an alternative to overfishing. Other-
wise, tropical marine countries will soon face
large economic costs from depletion of their
fisheries, reduced nourishment of beach sand
for tourism, loss of shoreline protection from
hurricanes, and destruction of the capacity to
adapt to rising sea levels.
Thomas J. Goreau
President
Global Coral Reef Alliance
Chappaqua, NY

Data differentiation

While MANSCAN images did successfully
differentiate among people using varying de-
grees of short-term memory in a “memory”
experiment at EEG Systems Laboratory, these
data were not used to predict eventual accu-
racy of response, as suggested in “Shadows of
Thoughts Revealed” (SN: 11/10/90, p.297). Pre-
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dictability of performance accuracy was stud-

ied in an earlier experiment focusing on visuo-
motor responses.

Judy IHes

Research Neuropsychologist

EEG Systems Laboratory

San Francisco, Calif

On labels and learning

In his reply to my letter on the origin of
seemingly paradoxical behaviors such as al-
truism (SN: 9/15/90, p.163; 12/8/90, p.362), Tom
Cole objected, in effect, that | was sneaking
religion in through the back door and that it
had no place in a scientific discussion.

It's curious that Mr. Cole could assert so
confidently that my views were “obviously
based on a fundamentalist interpretation of
the Bible,” considering that my letter men-
tioned neither Christianity nor the Bible —and
neither did the particular ideas of C.S. Lewis
that [ paraphrased. Also, Mr. Cole’s character-
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