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The Ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead —
translation by Raymond O. Faulkner; Carol An-
drews, Ed. Transcribed onto papyrus and placed
inthe tombs of important Egyptians to aid themin
their passage through the Underworld to the
heavenly Field of Reeds, the Book of the Dead
was fundamental to Egyptian religious doctrine
for almost 3,000 years. This translation includes
nearly 200 prayers, spells and incantations to
repel the dangers of the Underworld, accom-
panied by several vignettes taken from illustrated
copies of the text. U of Texas Pr, 1991, 192 p.,
color/b&w illus., paperback, $19.95.

The Cartoon Guide to Physics — Larry Gonick
and Art Huffman. A whimsical yet educational
romp through mechanics, electricity and magne-
tism — an ideal way to review physical principles
that could never before hold your interest! Learn
about velocity, gravity, collisions, voltage, circuits
and more. Written for adults and young adults.
HarperPerennial, 1990, 207 p., illus., paperback,
$8.95.

The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Earth
Sciences — Ailsa Allaby and Michael Allaby, Eds.
Includes more than 6,000 alphabetically ar-
ranged, cross-referenced entries drawn from
climatology, geology, oceanography, mineralogy,
paleontology and other earth sciences. Oxford U
Pr, 1991, 410 p., paperback, $9.95.

The Enigma of Suicide — George Howe Colt.
Between 1 and 2 percent of Americans die by
suicide, according to Colt. Determined to dispel
the cultural taboo surrounding the subject, he
embarks on an exhaustive exploration of sui-
cide's social, cultural and legal history; suicide-
related research, ranging from genetics to psy-
choanalytic theory to the effects of television;
prevention efforts and support resources for
bereaved relatives; “right to die” issues; and
what suicide may mean in the minds of people
who decide to kill themselves. This compassion-
ate account is based on hundreds of interviews
with survivors of suicide attempts, friends and
relatives struggling to cope with suicide losses,
and professionals who work with suicidal individ-
uals. Summit Bks, 1991, 575 p., hardcover,
$24.95.

In the Mind’s Eye: Visual Thinkers, Gifted
People with Learning Difficulties, Computer
Images, and the Ironies of Creativity — Thomas
G. West. Explores the complex interactions
among creative ability, visual thinking and learn-
ing disabilities, explaining how certain traits con-
sidered problematic in traditional educational
systems may confer an advantage to those
relying on a visual approach to problem solving.
Includes a discussion of learning difficulties expe-
rienced by several of history’s most creative
intellects, including Albert Einstein, Thomas Edi-
son and Lewis Carroll. West proposes that new
computer technologies may bring a shift toward
more visual thinking, encouraging the innovation
of visual thinkers. Prometheus Bks, 1991, 359 p.,
b&w plates, hardcover, $24.95.

Nature’s Thumbprint: The New Genetics of
Personality — Peter B. Neubauer and Alexander
Neubauer. A father and son, psychoanalyst and
science writer, make a case for nature over
nurture in the development of human personality
and physiology. Writing for the general reader,
they cite two recent major surveys of twins raised
apart to show that the genetic component is
significant and interacts with environment in its
influence on development. Originally published in
hardcoverin 1990. Addison-Wesley, 1991, 223 p.,
paperback, $10.95.

Physiology of Sports — T. Reilly, N. Secher, P.
Snell and C. Williams, Eds. This well-referenced,
academic analysis of the physiological require-
ments of major sports opens with a general
chapter on energy stores, muscle morphology
and aerobic and anaerobic metabolism. Each of
the following chapters briefly introduces a spe-
cific type of sport and its history, then outlines its
physiological demands, the characteristics of
individuals who excel at it, factors that can
influence performance, and common training
strategies. Written for the serious reader with a
basic understanding of physiology. Routledge
Chapman & Hall, 1990, 495 p., charts & diagrams,
paperback, $37.50.

The Population Explosion—Paul R. Ehrlich and
Anne H. Ehrlich. The authors examine ways to
ease the burden of overpopulation, which con-
tributes substantially, they say, to problems as
diverse as African famine, global warming, acid
rain, pollution, the garbage crisis and AIDS.
Originally published in hardcover in 1990. S&S,
1991, 320 p., paperback, $9.95.

page.”

“If it were not for the scholarship behind this book—
you'll never find more information about the va-
garies of English crammed into smaller space— Bill
Bryson might well have called it not The Mother
Tongue but The Mother Tongue-in-Cheek. A chuckle
accompanies an unexpected nugget of fact on every

— Willard Espy, Author of Have a
Word on Me: A Celebration of Language

“More than 350 million people in the world speak English and the rest,
it sometimes seems, try to.” Thus begins Bill Bryson’s engaging jaunt
through the quirks and by-ways of the world’s most important—and baffling
—of languages. No other language has achieved such eminence, overcome
such odds, inspired such majesty of thought or caused such confusion as

English.

Bryson covers the entire history of language, from the first crude
murmurings of Neanderthal man 30,000 years ago to the explosion of
English as a global language in this century. We learn why island, freight and
colonel are spelled in such patently unphonetic ways, and why four hasau in
it but forty does not. We learn how some of the most cherished “rules” of
grammar can be traced to an eighteenth-century English clergyman who
had no formal training in grammar, why one of the most prolific contributors
to the Oxford English Dictionary couldn’t come to the publication party (he
was an inmate at a hospital for the criminally insane), and much, much
more. This is a book that will, like the English language
itself, amuse, delight and occasionally astonish you.

William Morrow

and Co., 1990, ;
270 pages, —fr om the publzsher
s MotherTongue

hardcover, $18.95
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