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Fred McLaren: Subs, science and subscribers

Career paths can take some intriguing
twists. A case in point: Alfred S. McLaren,
career naval officer, Arctic researcher,
and now publisher of SCIENCE NEws.

On Oct. 1, Fred became president of
Science Service, succeeding E. G. Sher-
burne Jr, who retired after 25 years. As
president of our parent organization,
Fred also serves as our publisher. It's
never easy to plunge into managing the
business side of a consumer publication,
but judging from his past experiences,
the challenge of keeping the magazine
and Science Service’s other operations —
the Westinghouse Science Talent Search,
the International Science and Engineer-
ing Fair and Science News Books —
perking along won'’t faze him.

Fred graduated from the U.S. Naval
Academy in 1955 with a degree in electri-
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cal engineering. He spent most of his
naval career as a submariner, rising to the
rank of Captain. During his career, he
commanded the nuclear attack subma-
rine USS Queenfish, and later the U.S.
Naval Underwater Systems Center, a large
research and development lab.

During many of his Navy years, Fred
was involved in some way with the polar
regions. In the summer of 1970, he led an
oceanographic survey of the Arctic Ba-
sin, taking the Queenfish beneath the ice
on a voyage that extended to the geo-
graphic North Pole. On that mission, the
Queenfish, working submerged under ice
in international waters, surveyed for the
first time the 2,600 nautical miles of the
Siberian continental shelf.

Fascinated with the Far North, Fred
earned a master’s degree in polar studies
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at Cambridge University in England after
his retirement from the Navy in 198l. In
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Whats What
—_————— AvVisualGlossary
of the Physical World

David Fisher and Reginald Bragonicr Jr

=X PANDED
“A TREASURE"
“STUNNING”

THE NEW YORKER

Until now, it has been all but impossible to find words you've forgotten
or never knew to begin with. The reason for this is obvious: to use a dic-
tionary you need to know the word in order to find it. WHAT’S WHAT pro-
vides access to words in an entirely new way — visually. Readers can now
find words they are seeking by turning to detailed illustrations in which
all the visible parts are identified and labeled. This system of visual classi-
fication puts within verbal reach of everyone, for the first time, the words
used to describe the myriad objects in our everyday world.

— from the introduction

“This is a book not to read but to use, and it would seem to be essential to the
library of every writer concerned with the accuracy of detail.”

— THE NEW YORKER

“It’s a treasure. Ordinary doobickeys like clothespins and paper clips . . . suddenly
radiate with significance. [It makes] the glitter of a diamond seem more brilliant.”

10 order
by phone, call:

1-800-544-4565

(Visa or MasterCard Only)

Hammond, 1990, 581 pages, 82" x 11”, paperback, $24.95

— Doug Cumming, NEWSWEEK
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check payable to Science News Books for $24.95 plus $2.00
postage and handling (total $26.95) for each copy. Domestic
orders only.
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City b State Zip
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1986, he received his Ph.D. in physical
geography of the polar regions from the
University of Colorado at Boulder.

Fred remained at Colorado, specializ-
ing in ice-ocean-atmosphere interactions
— specifically, studies aimed at learning
what the Arctic’s ice might reveal about
impending climate changes. He served as
asenior research associate at the Cooper-
ative Institute for Research in Environ-
mental Sciences and as a faculty member
in the geography department. Earlier this
year, the university regents awarded him
the rank of research professor.

Now Fred has followed another turn
along his life’s line. But he hasn't given up
his academic work entirely. In addition to
heading Science Service, Fred — who has
published more than 40 research articles
— will serve as an adjunct professor at
Columbia University’s Lamont-Doherty
Geological Observatory in Palisades, N.Y.

On our first meeting, before his ap-
pointment as Science Service president,
Fred described how he became an avid
reader of SCIENCE NEws. In the mid-1980s,
he found a copy shoved in the pouch of an
airplane seat and after reading it, he
wondered how he’d missed seeing our
magazine for so many years. He'’s since
salted a few airplane seats with his own
copies of SCIENCE NEWS.

Welcome aboard, Fred. — Patrick Young
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SPACE TRAVEL FOR
THE INQUIRING MIND

Next Generation
Astronomy Software

An Interactive Model of the

Dynamic Sky and Solar
l S System
™

It is the most imaginative
and imagination-inspiring
software that | have yet seen
running on a PC...lt s, |
believe, possible to learn
more about astronomy in a
few short hours with Dance
than in years of studying dry

textbooks.
Richard Berry,
Astronomy

No other PC program gives
you a better sense of the

utterly graceful chaos of our
solar system than Dance of

the Planets.
Gregg Keizer,
Compute

1-800-SKY-1642

A.R.C. Science Simulation Software
P.O. Box 1955N, Loveland CO 80539
1-303-667-1168 FAX 667-1105

IBM compatibles, EGA/VGA graphics
loprocessor recommended. v2.5 8195 + s&h. Lit. available

217



