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xplorers and mapmakers were among the first and most

important of the creators of the modern world, discovering,

recording and reporting the routes that now link the once-
divided regions of the Earth. It is to those pioneers who looked
beyond their immediate horizons that we owe our modern picture of
the world. Their achievements, often made in hostile environments
and at the mercy of the elements, were heroic and spectacular. The
world of 500 years ago, divided among regions that knew little or
nothing of each other, was transformed by their endeavors into
today’s shared world culture.

their stories, and sets them in the context of their times. It

covers more than 3,000 years of exploration, from the first
mapmakers in China to today’s deep-space probes. More than 180
period maps, many of them masterpieces of the cartographer’s art,
help chart our evolving image of the world. The atlas also contains
more than 130 specially commissioned, authoritative modern maps
that look in detail at every major voyage of discovery. In addition,
numerous contemporary illustrations highlight related subjects,
ranging from chronology to zoology, navigation to shipbuilding.
The detailed accompanying text has been prepared by 24 leading
specialists in exploration and cartography.

T his major new atlas maps the routes of these explorers, tells

exploration historian, The Times Atlas of World Exploration
provides a fascinating picture of humanity’s enduring quest
for knowledge of the world.
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THE TIMES

- # . : .
3000 Years of Exploring, Explorers, and Mapmaking
. X

Retrace humanity’s steps
through 3,000 years of
global exploration!
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