A Science Service Publication
Volume 141, No. 5, February 1, 1992

Alfred Scott McLaren  Publisher

Patrick Young Editor

Laurie Jackson Managing

Vaughan Editor

Janice Rickerich Production/Design
Director

Janet Raloff Senior Editor
Environment/Policy

Ron Cowen Astronomy

Bruce Bower Behavioral Sciences

Elizabeth Pennisi Chemistry/

Materials Science

Earth Sciences

Life Sciences/
Biomedicine
Mathematics/Physics
Editorial Assistant
Science Writer Intern
Books/Resource Manager

Advertising/Business
Manager

SCIENCE NEWS (ISSN 0036-8423) is published
weekly on Saturday, except the last week in
December, for $39.50 for 1 year or $68.00 for 2 years
(foreign postage $6.00 additional per year) by Science
Service, Inc., 1719 N Street, N.W., Washington, DC
20036. Second-class postage paid at Washington, DC,
and additional mailing office. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to SCiENCE News, 231 West Center
Street, Marion, OH 43305. Change of address: Four to
six weeks' notice is required — old and new addresses,
including zip codes, must be provided.

Richard Monastersky
Carol Ezzell,

Kathy A. Fackelmann
Ivars Peterson

Larry Norland
Michael Stroh

Liz Marshall

Donald R. Harless

Copyright © 1992 by Science Service, Inc. Title
registered as trademark U.S. and Canadian Patent
Offices. Printed in U.S.A.

Editorial and Business Offices:

1719 N St., N.W., Washington, DC 20036
(202-785-2255)

Republication of any portion of SciENCE NEws without
written permission of the publisher is prohibited.

Subscription Department:

231 West Center Street, Marion, OH 43305

For new subscriptions only, call 1-800-247-2160.
For customer service, call 1-800-347-6969.

XIENCE NEVO

The Weekly Newsmagazine of Science

This Week

68 Herpes, HIV and the High Risk of Sex

68 Stringing together a conducting window

69 Plumbing the deep ocean for ice age answers
69 Alcoholism: Nurture may often outdo nature
70 In the mouths of babes: No more cavities?

70 Optical excitations, molecule by molecule

71 Young scientists reap talent search awards

71 New insights on a possible AIDS vaccine

Research Notes
79 Astronomy

Articles

72 Counting the Dead
76 Euclid’'s Crop Circles

Cover: Crop circles — swirled patterns of flattened grain that
mysteriously appear overnight in grainfields in southern England —
have attracted considerable attention. Astronomer Gerald Hawkins
argues that certain arrangements of these circles and rings have
definite mathematical properties suggesting previously unknown
theorems in Euclidean geometry. The photograph shows a
complicated, 200-foot pattern created during the night of July 17,
1991, in a wheat field near Barbury Castle. This particular pattern
incorporates the second of five such geometric theorems. (Photo:
Busty Taylor/Centre for Crop Circle Studies)

Departments
66 Books
67 Letters

SIENCE NEVS
PATIR”
e

f,

Science Service, a nonprofit corporation founded in 1921, gratefully accepts tax-deductible contributions and
bequests to assist its efforts to increase the public understanding of science, with special emphasis on young
people. More recently, it has included in its mission increasing scientific literacy among members of

disadvantaged groups.

Board of Trustees — Chairman, Glenn T. Seaborg; Vice Chairman, Gerald F. Tape; Treasurer, Willis Harlow
Shapley; Joseph W. Berg Jr.; Robert W. Fri; David A. Goslin; J. David Hann; Leon M. Lederman; Shirley M.
Malcom; Elena O. Nightingale; Ben Patrusky; H. Guyford Stever; Sanford J. Ungar; Deborah P. Wolfe.
Honorary Trustees — Edward Bliss Jr.; Bowen C. Dees; O.W. Riegel; John Troan.

President: Alfred Scott McLaren; Vice President and Business Manager: Donald R. Harless.

Letters

Wrong C

In “Fish should avoid rock concerts” (SN:
11/30/91, p.367), you describe middle C on a pi-
ano as having a frequency of 256 hertz. Pianos
are commonly tuned so that A above C has a
frequency of 440 hertz and successive keys
differ in frequency by a common factor. This
places middle C at 440 Hz/*8 = 261.6 Hz.

The 256-hertz note is known as scientific C, a
little flatter than a piano’s middle C.

Stephen M. Curry
Dallas, Texas

Loaded language

I was very pleased that you felt my paper on
adolescent cholo groups in Chihuahua, Mex-
ico, merited attention (“Females show strong
capacity for aggression,” SN: 11/30/91, p.359). 1
would like to convey, however, some concerns
about the language used to paraphrase infor-
mation from my paper.

Just as there are stereotypes of passive Latin
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American women, there are also harmful
stereotypes of Mexicans as violent, knife-
wielding, etc. In my presentation, the word
“gangs” was never used because, in my opin-
ion, the social organization of young cholo
women and men in Chihuahua cannot accu-
rately be characterized that way. “Gangs” im-
plies organization for purposes of illegal eco-
nomic or criminal activity, something that is
not true of these groups in Chihuahua. (It is
true for some cholo groups in Los Angeles and
El Paso, for example.)

My paper stated that many cholo girls in
Chihuahua carry knives. However, they are not
“knife-wielding” girls, as described in your
article. After seven years of field work with
chologirls in Tijuana, Nogales and Chihuahua,
I do not know of a single instance of a fight
between young women where knives were
used. There is a difference between carrying a
knife and using one. Girls stated that they
carried knives in case they were ever obliged
to use them.
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Just as Latin women have been stereotyped
as passive, they are also stereotyped as “hot-
blooded” and volatile. I do not wish to perpetu-
ate either of these stereotypes in my work, so
have been careful to contextualize the infor-
mation on aggression. In the paper, I tried to
emphasize the social organization of aggres-
sion in the groups in Chihuahua and to stress
the intricate rules for fighting, which revolve
around notions of fairness.

Laura Cummings

Graduate student, Dept. of Anthropology
University of Arizona

Tucson, Ariz.
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