y “Zero-sum games, war games, cold war games — from poker via the
P R I S [] ﬂ H S Bomb to the amoral but seductive doctrine of preventive war. William
Poundstone’s penetrating biography of John von Neumann reveals

what it is like to be a prisoner trapped in a dilemma of one’s own

making. Ian Stewart, Professor of Mathematics
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Should you watch public television without pledging?. .. Exceed the posted speed
limit? . . . Hop a subway turnstile without paying? . . . These questions illustrate
the so-called “prisoner’s dilemma,” a social puzzle that we all face every day.

Watching players bluff in a poker game inspired John von Neumann — father of
the modern computer — to construct game theory, a mathematical study of
conflict and deception that was readily embraced at the RAND Corporation. In
1950 two RAND scientists made a momentous discovery. Called the “prisoner’s
dilemma,” it is a disturbing and mind-bending game where two or more people

T i ongewi may betray the common good for individual gain.
gl A masterful work of science writing, Prisoner’s Dilemma weaves together a
biography of the brilliant and tragic von Neumann, a history of pivotal phases of
WILLIAM the cold war, and an investigation of game theory’s far-reaching influence on
POUNDSTONE public policy today. — from the publisher
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AN ODYSSEY IN TIME:
THE DINOSAURS OF NORTH AMERICA
Dale A. Russell

“The finest work ever produced on the
dinosaurs” - Robert A. Long, Univ. of Calif.
Bringing together an enormous amount of
information from fields of geology, biology, and
paleontology, Russell examines dinosaurs in the
context of the environments in which they
evolved and thrived. A unique look at how 150
million years of dinosaur evolution coincided
with dramatic changes in the Earth’s ecosystems.
Publisher’s price: $39.95

DYNAMICS OF DINOSAURS
R. McNeill Alexander

If dinosaurs are the ancestors of birds, could
they sing? How fast could they run? And were
they warm-blooded? Alexander applies the
methods of physics and engineering — scale
models, careful calculations of volume, density,
and mass - to deduce specific characteristics
and abilities of dinosaurs. The result is a thor-
oughly original and highly readable perspective
on these giants of the Mesozoic.

Publisher’s price: $30.00
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SPITFIRES & SEA DRAGONS
Christopher McGowan

“McGowan, the world’s leading expert on ichthy-

osaurs, tells their story better than ever before.”
— Stephen Jay Gould

One of the best overviews available on modern
thinking about dinosaurs, this straightforward
and accessible book is based on the premise
that we must interpret the past in light of what
we know today. McGowan reveals how paleon-
tologists “read” a skeleton, and how they draw
conclusions about everything from dietary
habits to brain power.
Publisher’s price: $29.95
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