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MARTIN KEMP

THE SCIENCE OF ART

Optical themes in western art from Brunelleschi to Seurat

YALE PR, 1992, 375 PAGES, 10” x 11",
PAPERBACK, $35.00

To order by phone from
Science News Books, call:
1-800-544-4565
(Visa or MasterCard Only)
In D.C. Area: 202-331-9653

“This large, beautifully produced and illustrated book is . . . for
those who are tired of woolly generalizations on art and
pictures. The Science of Art has a rare depth and range of
scholarship which includes fascinating details of techniques and
devices with carefully expressed insights on the perceptual
problems of the artist and the role of the viewer.”

— Richard L. Gregory, Interdisciplinary Science Reviews

For almost five hundred years the central goal of European
painting was the imitation of nature. Many artists and
theorists, believing that imitation must be based on scientific
principles, found inspiration or guidance in two branches of
optics —the geometrical science of perspective and the physi-
cal science of color. In this pathbreaking and highly illustrated
book, Martin Kemp examines the major optically orientated
examples of artistic theory and practice from the Renaissance
to the nineteenth century. He not only adds to our understand-
ing of a large group of individual works of art but also provides
valuable information for all those interested in the interaction
between science and art. — from the publisher

Science News Books, 1719 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 SciArt

Pleasesendme ________ copy(ies) of The Science of Art. 1 include a check payable
to Science News Books for $35.00 plus $2.00 postage and handling (total $37.00) for
each copy. Domestic orders only.
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“A whirlwind tour of relativity, thermo-
dynamics, quantum mechanics, chaos
and more. ... The book proves to even
the scientifically ignorant that science
itself can be a labor of love”

—The Boston Globe

“[An] extraordinary book. ... A work of
theoretical synthesis, imaginatively
written for an intelligent lay audience,
that comes to a brain-wrenching conclu-
sion.”

—The Washington Post Book World

“Straightforward . .. Scholarly . .. Intel-
lectually rich ... The book manages to
capture the excitement and puzzlement
of time”

—San Francisco Chronicle |
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paperback, $12.50
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In The Arrow of Time, a major
bestseller in England, Dr. Peter
Coveney, a research scientist, and
award-winning journalist Dr.
Roger Highfield demonstrate that
the commonsense view of time
agrees with the most advanced
scientific theory. Time does in
fact move like an arrow, shooting
forward into what is genuinely
unknown, leaving the past im-
mutably behind. The authors
make their case by exploring
three centuries of science, offer-
ing bold reinterpretations of New-
ton’s mechanics, Einstein’s special
and general theories of relativity,
quantum mechanics, and advanc-
ing the insights of James Gleick’s
Chaos. — from the publisher
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The recent interpretation of Maya hieroglyphs has given us the first written
history of the New World as it existed before the European invasion. A Forest of
Kings is the story of Maya kingship, from the beginning of its institution and the
first great pyramid builders two thousand years ago to the decline of Maya
civilization and its destruction by the Spanish. Here the great historic rulers of
Precolumbian civilization come to life again with the rediscovery of their
language. At its height, Maya civilization flourished under great kings like
Shield-Jaguar, who ruled for more than sixty years, expanding his kingdom and
building some of the most impressive works of architecture in the ancient
world. Long placed on a mist-shrouded pedestal as austere, peaceful
stargazers, the Maya elites are now known to have been the rulers of populous,
aggressive city-states.

Kingship was the primary political and religious institution of the ancient
Maya and unified the Maya view of art, politics, war and religion. The Maya were
at once highly civilized, skilled in architecture and astronomy, and, to us, violent
and barbaric, engaging in ritual bloodletting and many wars.

The true artistry of the Maya glyphs and artifacts is evident in the 24-page
color section. In addition, Maya history is brought clearly to life through the
more than 250 illustrations, maps and charts that are found throughout the text.

— from the publisher
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“Running the Colorado River in Grand Canyon is to me
the most impressive journey on our planet. For anyone
who has ever shared or contemplated that adventure,
Canyon recreates an unforgettable ride.

— author, Michael P Ghiglieri

“This is easily the most thorough and comprehensive
guide to outfitters, liveries, and rental organizations
that I've ever seen.”

— Neil Wiesner-Hans, Executive Director
North American Paddlesports Association

The sltima ater raftiag in Grand Canyon!

Paddle America is a com-
plete guide to scenic family
trips, wilderness expedi-
tions, and breathtaking
{ whitewater adventure. For
4 casual paddlers and ex-
{ perts alike, the book offers
¢ | help in discovering and en-
4 joying the country’s many
great rivers, lakes, and

coastal waters.
—from the publisher
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A Guide to
[tips & Outfitters
in All 50 States

From Lee’s Ferry to Dia- &8
mond Creek, Ghiglieri
leads you down 226 miles of
wild river and through
some of the most breath-
taking scenery on Earth.
Along the way, he navigates
dozens of notorious rapids
and shares the excitement
of waves and boulders,
thunder and foam.

—from the publisher
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