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Letters

Eye vs. ear

Your article on PET scans and music com-
prehension (“Going with the flow of musical
brains,” SN: 7/11/92, p.21) perhaps betrays an
innate bias on the part of the researchers. |
would suggest that the term “accomplished
pianist” is a euphemism for “one who has been
conditioned to experience music by sightread-
ing of musical notation.” The channeling of
musical comprehension into a system of nota-
tional symbology naturally favors certain spe-
cific cerebral areas, as does any form of
reading.

But to focus only on classically trained
musicians does adisservice to those who “play
by ear,” who have learned to “think in music”
rather than read it. How many classically
trained musicians are there who are totally
incapable of freely improvising when deprived
of their sheet-music crutches? Many of the
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world's great musical traditions bypass the
process of musical notation as too limiting. |
cite, for example, most true jazz and the entire
body of Hindu classical music: an extremely
complex system that divides the octave into 22
notes and is passed on purely “by ear” from
teacher to pupil, with no notation whatsoever.
What would PET scans show in a case like this?
Would the areas of primary activity shift from
the left cerebral hemisphere to the right?
Phil Mayhew
Beersheba Springs, Tenn.

PET studies of musical improvisation and other
aspects of musical performance are now being
conducted or submitted for publication by the
Canadian scientists who studied the brains of
classical pianists. —B. Bower

Fun with fullerenes
I'd like to suggest that the name used by Dr.
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Harold Kroto in his new materials prize lecture
at the March 1992 meeting of the American
Physical Society be adopted for fullerene tu-
bules (“Simple Recipe Yields Fullerene Tu-
bules,” SN: 7/18/92, p.36).

As he discussed the evidence for elongated
fullerenes, Dr. Kroto held up a large wire model
that he dubbed a “zeppelene.” It is certainly a
descriptive name for this form of the material
and would add that sometimes-necessary
touch of humor to discussions and papers.

Steve Emmett
Herndon, Va.
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