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“An intelligent and well-researched account of today’s
most serious and difficult environmental and social
issues. Professor Karplus’s emphasis of the real diffi-
culties in rational prediction does not diminish his
concern for the future; and this concern never biases
his scientific perspective.”

THE HEAVENS
ARE FALLING

THE
SCIENTIF\G

PREDICTION Ok

—Dr. Granino A. Korn, Professor,
University of Arizona, Tucson

In his singularly engaging manner, Dr. Karplus traces the fascinating
art of prediction from our earliest ancestors to today. He pronounces at
what point prediction, even within science, becomes a black art. He
elucidates the problems that computer simulations have in predicting
events and goes on to pinpoint when and where these models lapse into
the area of pure conjecture.

The Heavens Are Falling is an illuminating and entertaining work that
bestows on us the wisdom to make informed judgments before taking
arms against a sea of troubles. — from the publisher
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Will you stay drier by running instead
of walking through the rain?

“The less time, the less rain, right? But it’s not that simple. By going faster
youre actually running into drops that otherwise would have fallen
harmlessly to the ground in front of you. Aha, you say, but you're also leaving
behind drops that would have hit you. True, but what if the rain is slanting,
either into your face or into your back, what then? Fortunately a handful of
physicists and mathematicians have taken this problem seriously. Their
analyses produce different statistics, but they agree on some strategies for
staying as dry as possible, if you're forced to be in the rain.” — from the book

From strategies for keeping dry in
the rain, to the Big Bang theory of
the origin of the universe as evi-
denced on your TV screen, to the
human psychology involved in
bathroom behavior —the wonders,
curiosities and mysteries of the
scientific world are revealed in The
Science of Everyday Life. In this
fascinating and humorous collec-
tion of essays, Ingram explores the
whys and wherefores, the strange
facts and intriguing puzzles that
make up the natural and physical
world of daily life.

— from the publisher
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