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Avivid insight into the country life of seasonal
activities of the year in the later middle ages

It takes a great leap of the imagination to realize how closely the lives
of medieval people were bound up with the rhythm of the seasons.

Most medieval people, dependent for artificial light on inferior tallow
candles, went to bed as the light faded, and got up early to make the
most of the daylight. Their activities were dictated by the weather and
agricultural needs. The medieval diet was much more subject to the
seasons than ours, because food storage was difficult; crops were eaten
when in season, and winter could be a very uncomfortable experience as
food supplies gathered in autumn diminished.

In this gloriously illustrated book, the authors have drawn on a wide
range of historical, literary, and art-historical sources to bring to life the
seasonal activities of England and Europe in the later middle ages.
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Autumn Leaves identifies and illustrates with stunning full-color
photographs the deciduous and evergreen species making the
most spectacular contributions to autumn foliage colors in the
midwest, northeast and eastern Canada. Nontechnical text
explains why leaves change color, the natural history of each
species mentioned and how to get the most out of autumn
“leaf peeping’”

“There is more to leaf watching than admiring colors and
identifying species, and more to a forest than trees. Lanner’s
approach is unique in that he does more than tell us what trees
we are looking at; he tells us what the trees are. That is, how they
relate to the rest of the forest, what creatures they shelter and
nourish, and what creatures affect them. Autumn Leaves is A GUIDE TO THE FALL COLORS
fascinating, authoritative and useful. The rough proof I received WU —
was read avidly, marked sparingly, returned grudgingly”

—Ted Williams, Audubon Magazine

~ Ronald M. Lanner
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“History is filled with myths and legends about who did what first, and
how. Was Edison’s light bulb really invented the way we think it was? How
about the telephone? Computer games?” So begins award-winning
journalist Ira Flatow’s eye-opening exploration of scientific discoveries
and the often wacky and accidental way they have led to many of the
world’s greatest inventions. They All Laughed gives the behind-the-
scenes story of the history, personalities, and intrigues involved in each
invention. Among the surprises:

From Light Bulbs ¢ Ben Franklin’s kite was never struck by lightning.

to Lasers: The R Fascinating e Western Union laughbed at Bell when be offered them the
b _ Y telepbone. They thought it was a trivial toy.
Stories Behind

¢ A melted candy bar led to the invention of the microwave oven.
the Great Inventions

¢ Scientists bounced Silly Putty around the balls of their
That Have laboratory years before anyone thought to sell it.
Changed Our Lives

¢ When Remington introduced the first typewriter,
people saw no practical use for it.
IRA FLATOW
Author of RAINBOWS, CURVE BALLS
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Many of the world’s leading thinkers — Hobbes and Hegel,

Spinosa and Sartre, Berkeley, Wittgenstein, and Bertrand
Russell — have been haunted by the same great philosophi-

cal pussle: What is the exact relationship between the body

t h and the mind?
0 e Plato, Descartes, and the dualists believe the mind and physical

objects (including the body and the brain) are utterly distinct in

nature. Double aspect theorists claim that they are just different

M I N D aspects of one reality. Idealists believe only the mind exists;

materialists think everything is physical. Other schools stress our

inner experience, our outward behavior, or the function of mental
events.

In his brilliant exposition, Stephen Priest provides a definitive

survey of the mind-body problem:; his conclusion offers a compel-
into the Ideas of Leading Philosophers ling new solution. — from the publisher
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