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Letters

Implants and self-esteem

Concerning the article “Implants block
X-ray view of the breast” (SN: 10/17/92, p.262),
Dr. Handel “maintains that the benefits of
implant surgery can still outweigh the risks,
especially for young women who have self-
esteem problems caused by a flat chest.”

Since when has major surgery been a viable
prescription for low self-esteem? Self-esteem
problems in young women are rooted in causes
much deeper than the size of their breasts.
Breastimplant surgery has proventobe arisky
practice, shown to cause long-range health
hazards and complications in otherwise
healthy people. This cosmetic surgery is sim-
ply treating a symptom of the problem —and in
a very troubling way. It is not a cure.

What if young men turn out to be the next
target of plastic surgeons? Let us hope penile
implants, with the same cosmetic “benefits”
and health hazards as breast implants, will not
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become the cure for low self-esteem in our
young men.

D. Elliott Smith

Spencer, lowa

Fast track to Nobels?

It’s significant that this year’s Nobel Prize in
Physics (“Electron chemistry, detector phys-
ics,” SN: 10/24/92, p.279) was once again
awarded not for basic research, but rather for
sensor technology. This is most appropriate.
None can deny that Charpak’s multiwire parti-
cle detector has facilitated significant basic
research.

I'm reminded of the advice of a favorite
professor in graduate school: “You want to win
a Nobel Prize? Invent a better way to measure
something.” He neglected to add, “Then be
prepared to wait 25 years.”

H. Paul Shuch

Professor of Electronics
Pennsylvania College of Technology
Williamsport, Pa.
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The case of the missing arrows

In “Gravity's lens: Hubble gets sharpest
image” (SN: 10/17/92, p.260), the caption for the
highest resolution picture says: “Arrows show
mirror images of a background galaxy:. . .." Try
as 1 did, I could not find those arrows.

A. J. da Silva
Clear Lake City, Texas

You don't need to see your eye doctor. The arrows

were inadvertently omitted. Here's the photo, this
time with the arrows in place. —R. Cowen
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