Visions of Symmetry

Escher drawing number 42; August, 1941.

Visions of Symmetry narrates and beautifully
illustrates M.C. Escher’s lifelong passion for
symmetry, one that underlies all his works. The
book tells the fascinating story of the artist’s
discovery of the world of geometry and how he
used this knowledge to create the intriguing
interlocking figures and patterns that are his
graphic signature.

With more than 350 illustrations, 180 of which
have never before been published, Visions of
Symmetry takes the reader on a visual journey
into the enigmatic world of the renowned Dutch
artist. Startling insights and new levels of per-
ception and understanding are found through-
out the text and illustrations as Doris Schatt-
schneider turns to M.C. Escher’s own words to
describe his art — his notebooks, family corre-
spondence and other writings. Based on more
than fifteen years of research, the author’s
authoritative discussion of the unique interplay
between art and science provides a fascinating
introduction to Escher’s work and will deepen
the appreciation of those familiar with his work.

— from the publisher
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Woodcut of Escher drawing number 20 —
decorative fish printed on white silk; c. 1942.
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BELIZE BARRIER REEF « LAKE BAIKAL + NORTMERN RED SEA + GALAPAGOS ARCHIPELAGO
GREAT BARRIER REEF + DEEP OCEAN VENTS « PALAU

An international panel of marine scientists and conservation-
ists recently selected The Seven Underwater Wonders of the
World to call attention to the urgent need for worldwide marine
conservation. Presenting the story of each of these important
sites, this book represents a milestone in the understanding
and appreciation of the abundant underwater riches to be
found on our planet.

Rick Sammon’s engrossing narrative and 181 magnificent full-
color photographs take us deep beneath the surface into
resplendent undersea passages accessible only to experi-
enced divers — allowing those of us who share his concern a
unique vision of these extraordinary, and endangered, regions.

— from the publisher
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The Belize Barrier Reef, the
largest reef complex in the
Western Hemisphere, remains
a relatively unspoiled Carib-
bean paradise for underwater
naturalists, although its future
is threatened.

Lake Baikal in Siberia is the
world’s deepest lake, its icy
waters filled with hundreds of
unusual plant and animal
species.

The I\Gorthem Red Sea features
dramatic underwater cliffs,
caves, and canyons teeming
with some of the world'’s great-
est concentrations of corals,
sponges, and fishes.

The Galapagos Archipelago is
the meeting ground for major
sea currents from the chilly
Antarctic and the warm central
Pacific, supporting a unique
mix of tropical and temperate
marine species.

The Great Barrier Reef, the
largest reef complex on the
planet, parallels the north-
western coast of Australia, and
consists of nearly 3,000 indi-
vidual reefs extending for 1,200
miles.

Deep Ocean Vents on the crest
of the Mid-Ocean Ridge spew
forth superheated, mineral-
rich water that is home to the
only food chain in the world
that operates without sunlight
and photosynthesis.

Palau is a Pacific archipelago
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