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People have always been curious about the plants and animals with which

they coexist. Primitive cultures identified edible and poisonous plants by a Order by phone
process of trial an(:l error, an‘d then began to exploit the toxic materials for fO r fas ter service!
hunting, euthanasia, executions, and murder. Other plants were found to

have stimulatory or hallucinogenic effects: these not only formed the basis 1-800-544-4565

of magico-religious rites, they also encouraged experimentation which led (Visa or MasterCard Only)

to the identification of plants with useful medicinal properties. In D.C. Area: 202-331-9653
This absorbing account of the evolution of modern medicine from its

roots in folk medicine will entertain and inform both scientist and general

reader alike. It explains the chemical basis of modern pharmacology, and

provides a fascinating description of how the use and abuse of natural “~ MURDER

products in various societies through-
Science News Books murgermagicrr  OUL the ages has led to the develop- . MAGIC
1719 N Street, NW ment of many of the drugs we now B and
Washington, DC 20036 take for granted. Many plant and MEDICINE
Please send copy(ies) of Murden, animal species remain undiscovered, 3
Magic and Medicine. 1 include acheck  and much native folk medicine has '

payable to Science News Books for yet to be investigated. Given the

gﬁzgitﬂ‘ﬁ ﬁ,’{) gsr)’ots.:)igzai?ld cl:)an- present wholesale destruction of
Don§estic orders'only. PY: many of the Earth’s wild places, this

book is particularly timely: these
potential sources of agents for mur-
Address der, magic, and — in particular —
medicine, could soon be lost forever.
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"Drawing on everyday examples of how things break,
@ Petroski explains relevant engineering principles and how T 0 E N G I N E E R
engineers deal with . .. risks in a way nonprofessionals will understand.”

— THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW I S H U IVI A N

How did a simple design error cause one of the great disasters of the
1980s — the collapse of the walkways at the Kansas City Hyatt
Regency Hotel? What made the graceful and innovative Tacoma
Narrows Bridge twist apart in @ mild wind in 1940? How did an
oversized water lily inspire the magnificent Crystal Palace, the
crowning achievement of Victorian architecture and engineering?
These are some of the failures and successes that Henry Petroski
examines in Jo Engineer Is Human, a work that looks at our deepest
notions of progress and perfection, tracing the fine connection
between the quantifiable realm of science and the chaotic realities of
everyday life.

The Role of Failure in Successful Design

— from the publisher
Vintage, 1992, 251 pages, 5'/s" x 8'/s", paperback, $11.00

With a new afterword by the author

“Serious, amusing, probing,

Science News Books EnginHuman
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Please send me copy(ies) of To Engineer Is Human. | include a check payable to
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Author of THE PENCIL

sometimes frightening

and always literate.*

—Los Angeles Times
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“All my genius resides in my nostrils,” claimed Friedrich Nietzsche. Now
comes a splendid new voice to bear him out — Annick Le Guérer. In this
enchanting, erudite, and highly readable exploration of all things
olfactory, she investigates the uses and properties of scent through the
ages in relation to magic, myth, religion, sex, discrimination, philosophy,
and medicine. From the perfumed rituals of ancient religions to the
saintly “odor of sanctity”; from the aromatic cures of the Middle Ages to
the black market for spice-laden

Science News Books St | mummies; from Proust’s tea-
1719 N Street, NW dipped madeleine to our contem-
Washington, DC 20036 porary ‘“odorophobia,” Le

Guérer explains and documents
Pleasesendme ______ copy(ies) | the mysterious and essential

of Scent. I include a check payable powers of smell: to attract or
to Science News Books for $20.00 repel; call up deep memory; in-
plus $2.00 postage and handling duce lust, love, hunger, even

(total $22.00) for each copy. trance.
Recalling by turns Patrick
Name Siiskind’s Perfume and Diane
Ackerman’s A Natural History of
Address the Senses, Scent is an enchant-

ing mélange of storytelling and
scholarship, a sensual journey

City across boundaries of time and
. culture that touches on univer-
State Zip sal myths and intimate desires.

—from Turtle Bay Books
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Turtle Bay Books, 1992, 260 p.,
8% x 54", hardcover, $20.00

In this delightful volume of linguistic revelry, you can horse around with the
animal metaphors that make poetry of everyday speech — as well as with the
wheezy clichés that are all too conspicuous in our daily prose. Romp with the
rhythms and rhymes of “Inky Pinky,” and see if you can “Name that Bunch” —
a prickle of porcupines? a rash of dermatologists? But beware: you can lose
points for laughing in “Fictionary.”

Take a jaunt back to the different ages and stages of English, to the roots of
words and the origins of phrases. Find out why we say “happy as a clam,”
making merry a mollusk otherwise noted for clamming up. Test your
knowledge of “What's in a Name” — and whos in a name, for the famous and
the forgotten have left their traces everywhere. (Who inspired melba toast?
Why do we call cheap finery tawdry?)

Some of these games are as easy as rolling off a log, while others may leave you
stumped (until you peek at the answers). But whether you play alone or with
friends, this collection of matchless semantic antics will bring you hours of
lexicological pleasure.

— from the publisher

0@ Science News Books PlayWords %%
1719 N Street, NW, Washington, DG 20036 Pocket Books, 1991, 274
Please send copy(ies) of The Play of pages, 5'4” x 84",

Words. I include a check payable to Science paperback, $9.00
News Books for $9.00 plus $2.00 postage and

orders only.

Name <
Address be hCld by all.

Gity

(used only for problems with order) RB1768

|CHARD LEDERE

BESTSELLING AUTHOR

AZY ENGLisy X

y A

FUNC GAMES
LANEUAE
o =LOVERS=

handling (total $11.00) for each copy. Domestic | “Few writers have as much fun with the English
language as Richard Lederer. . . . A good time will

— Indianapolis Star
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