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Letters

On media and (depressing) messages

The article “Depression rates rise over gen-
erations” (SN: 12/5/92, p.391) may indirectly
verify Marshall McLuhan’s predictions about
electronic technology’s effect on society.
McLuhan held that all technologies (media)
are extensions of human organs: Cars are
extensions of our feet; telephones, our ears;
print, our eyes; and so on. McLuhan gave
special emphasis to electronic media because
he considered them extensions of our nervous
system.

The Weissman-Klerman study looked at
succeeding generations born since 1915. This
period has experienced the most dramatic
explosion of technology in all of human his-
tory. With the ever-increasing speed at which
we receive information, perhaps the nervous
systems of succeeding generations of depres-
sion-predisposed persons may get stressed-
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out sooner. For these people, depression may

be an unfortunate consequence of our latest
nervous system-extending technoiogies.

Lew Mermelstein

Palo Alto, Calif

Matters of great gravity

Since the universe is still expanding subse-
quent to the Big Bang, wouldn't it make more
sense to hypothesize that the large-scale flow
of galaxy clusters described in “A River Runs
Through It?” (SN: 12/12/92, p.408) is an artifact
of expansion rather than a gravitational attrac-
tion? We would not, for example, explain the
generally vertical motion of a large number of
water droplets in a cumulus cloud by assuming
that they were being pulled upwards.

Perhaps the “river” of galaxy clusters could
better be described as one lobe of an expand-
ing universe.

Robert E. Adler
Fremont, Calif
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As stated in the article, scientists believe the
observed motion is above and beyond that
expected from the expansion of the universe.

—R. Cowen

Reading your article brings back a few lines
from Hellas, written by the poet Percy Bysshe
Shelley:

Worlds on worlds are rolling ever

From creation to decay,

Like the bubbles on a river

Sparkling, bursting, borne away.

Burton E. Baer
Tryon, N.C.

CORRECTION & CLARIFICATION

B. Kathleen Jordan (“Vietnam combat trauma: A
family affair” SN: 1/9/93, p.28) is a sociologist.
All veterans in the study were men. The number
319 is a weighted sample that actually represents
an estimated 176 veterans with post-traumatic
stress disorder.
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