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Letters

Cannibalism and science

I found the article on prehistoric cannibal-
ism (“The Cannibal’s Signature,” SN: 1/2/93,
p.12) fascinating, but | was appalled at the
unscientific assessment by one of White’s
critics, Paul Bahn. Bahn is quoted as asking,
“Do you prefer to imagine your ancestors as
people with complex funerary rituals or as
bloodthirsty cannibals?”

Since when does what scientists prefer to
imagine constitute any part of an analytic
approach? Bahn's seemingly emotional appeal
suggests that he may be blinding himself to
good data because of personal feelings.

Jerry Treiman
Woodland Hills, Calif.

The only valid “cannibal’s signature” is the
presence of human tissue in a human gut or
coprolite, and as yet we have never found such
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a thing in the archaeological record. Marks on
bones are far too ambiguous to represent any
kind of “cannibal signature.”

The study of marks on bones tells us no more
than that they were cut, smashed, bashed,
burned, or whatever. They tell us absolutely
nothing about whether their meat and marrow
were consumed by human beings. Since there
are not 300 different ways of cutting stuff oft
bones, it is hardly surprising that there are
strong similarities between processed human
remains and butchered animal remains. But to
suppose thatidentical treatment means identi-
cal purpose is logic of the most superficial
kind.

Paul G. Bahn
Hull, England

Alien species revisited

John Jacobs’ letter (“Going native,” SN:
1/9/93, p.19) is an example of the anthropo-
centric view that has led to the critical loss of

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 2
Science News. MINORY

biological diversity that we’re facing today.
Invasions and changes in communities are
indeed natural processes, but there is nothing
natural about the huge number of non-native
species that has been introduced to Hawaii in
an evolutionary instant. Our intentional and
unintentional introduction of species has had
far-reaching effects, including the loss of spe-
cies and processes that we never knew existed.
Our abilities to change the world and to
reason carry with them an obligation to safe-
guard the species and processes with which
we share the world.
Gary T Skiba
Denver, Colo.
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