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Letters

Fossil evidence of oxygen?

The morphological structure of the bacteria
embedded in amber (“Amber-trapped crea-
tures show timeless form,” SN: 1/6/93, p.39) is
simply further evidence that by 220 million
years ago the atmosphere was well oxy-
genated. | have read articles and seen photo-
graphs of modern-day bacteria purportedly
grown in oxygen-free environments. What |
saw in these photographs looked like diatoms
with no cell wall. The accompanying articles
also said that these were modern bacteria with
no cell wall and concluded that cell walls
constitute a defense against the poisonous
effects of too much oxygen.

Jay Frederick Ransom
Oxnard, Calif.

An extinct tree fern is identified with the

generic name Pterophyllum. 1s it possible that P
Jaegeri (the tree fern) and P scalare (the

MARCH 27, 1993

angelfish) are that closely related? P scalare

has been so classified since 1840. Has the fish
been given a new Latin name?

Donald Chandler

Lincoln, Calif

“Ptero” refers to the wing-like physical features
shared by the leaves of the tree fern and the fins of
the angelfish. They are not evolutionarily re-
lated, though. —D. Pendick

Avoiding formula in the first place

“Toxic ‘fats’ in preemie supplement” (SN:
1/30/93, p.78) brings up an important cultural
and scientific point. While the Japanese have
the world’s lowest infant mortality rate, the U.S.
ranks 23rd, worldwide, in infant mortality.

One reason for this difference is that the
Japanese recognize the unique health-enhanc-
ing properties of breast milk. Americans con-
tinue to pour millions of dollars down a
research rathole, trying to discover formula
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that is “just as good as” breast milk, while
babies continue to die unnecessarily.

If US. government money, especially WIC
[Special Supplemental Program for Women,
Infants, and Children] funds, went toward
promoting breast feeding and if WHO-UNICEF
guidelines for “baby-friendly” hospitals be-
came a federal standard, our third-world infant
mortality status would finally get better. Must
we keep trying what does not work? Formula is
not scientifically defensible for preemies!

Sue Frizzell
Birthing Circle Services
Conway, Ark.
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