RADIOACTIVE ?

Here is a new and exciting way of
detecting and plotting radiation on your
P.C. or LAPTOP with palm sized RM-60
Micro Roentgen Radiation Monitor.
1000X resolution of survey geigers.
Detects: *Alpha *Beta *Gamma <X-ray.
Features: *Glass-fused Stainless Steel GM
tube *Alpha window *Alarm *Modular
cable plugs into S
serial or printer
port. *Extends
over 5000 ft.
*Powered from
port *No bat- "gu75 aN-60, RM-80, LCD-60
teries *Extremely accurate & rugged
*Analyze/export data *TSR program/pop-
up control panel *Track RADON GAS,
find sources. Plot: *Background <Cos-
mic Rays *Clouds *Rocks sAirplane
Ride. Check food, water, etc. *Excellent
for lab, industry/education. WINDOWS
compatible. PC Mag. & Byte reviews.

Also available: LCD-60 Digital readout for use
without computer, RM-70 & RM-80 pancake units

VISA/MC/EURO 45 day $ back.
Complete System: $149.50

call: (800) 729-5397
AWARE == | Phone/Fax: |

Electronics ((302)655-3800]
P.O. Box 4299, Wilmington DE 19807

Books

Books is an editorial service for readers' information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handlin
charge for each book, to Science News Books, 1718
N St., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa or
MasterCard orders, call 1-800-544-4565. All books sent
postpaid. Domestic orders only. Please allow 4-6 weeks
for delivery.

Deserts: The Encroaching Wilderness —Edited
by Tony Allan and Andrew Warren. This lavishly

‘illustrated volume dispels the notion that deserts

are lifeless expanses of hot, dry wasteland. The
authors detail flora, fauna, and human cultures in
each of the world’s major deserts, from the
Badlands of North America to the numerous
deserts of Australia. Chapters about desert re-
sources, peoples, animal life, landscapes, and
conservation provide a wealth of fascinating
information. Every page contains color photo-
graphs or illustrations. Oxford U Pr, 1993, 176 p.,
color illus., hardcover, $35.00.

Hidden Attraction: The Mystery and History of
Magnetism — Gerrit L. Verschuur. Just 400 years
ago, superstition dominated the theories behind
magnetism. However, magnetism became the
crux of development for the modern world be-
cause the discovery of electricity, which revolu-
tionized industry, involved studies of magnetism.
This lively account of the general history and
applications of magnetism also focuses on the
lives and influences of the scientists who have
studied magnetism. Verschuur also describes his
own work detecting magnetic fields in the gal-
axies and his theory that magnetism may be the
route to the Theory of Everything. Oxford U Pr,
1993, 256 p., illus., hardcover, $25.00.

Images of Science: A History of Scientific
lllustration — Brian J. Ford. From cave drawings
to computer-generated images, scientists have
always relied heavily on illustrations to help
portray their work, impart their knowledge, and
add credibility to their arguments. The author has
searched libraries and art collections worldwide
to compile this extraordinary look at the often
overlooked yet fascinating art of science. Oxford
U Pr., 1993, 208 p., color and b&w illus., hard-
cover, $45.00.

Rethinking AIDS: The Tragic Cost of Prema-
ture Consensus — Robert Root-Bernstein. The
author, a physiologist, contends that although
much is known about AIDS, little is actually
understood and a great deal is misunderstood. In
this controversial book, he disputes many com-
monly held beliefs about AIDS, offers reinterpreta-
tions of research findings, and presents some
new philosophies and outlooks for AIDS patients
and researchers. An interesting and unorthodox
look at the AIDS epidemic. Free Pr, 1993, 512 p.,
hardcover, $27.95.

Sharks Have No Bones: 1001 Things Every-
one Should Know About Science — James Trefil.
In this crash course in basic science literacy for
general readers, a coauthor of Science Matters
presents and explains 1,001 important scientific
facts, arranging them by topic and supplement-
ing the text with photos and diagrams. Topics
covered include classical biology, evolution, mo-
lecular biology, physical science, earth science,
and astronomy. Originally published in hardcover
in 1992. Fireside Bks, 1993, 305 p., illus., paper-
back, $12.00.

In Why Buildings Fall Down, Matthys Levy and Mario Salvadori, both world-
renowned structural engineers, take us on a guided tour of enlightening
structural failures — buildings of all kinds, from ancient domes like Istanbul’s
Hagia Sophia to the state of the art Hartford Civic Arena, from the man-caused
destruction of the Parthenon to the earthquake damage of 1989 in Armenia and
San Francisco, and one of the most fatal structural disasters in American
history: the fall of the Hyatt Regency ballroom walkways in Kansas Gity.
Buildings have fallen throughout history whether made of wood, steel,
reinforced concrete, or stone. But these failures do respect the laws of physics.
All are the result of static load or dynamic forces, earthquakes, temperature
changes, uneven settlements of the soil, or other unforeseen forces. A few are
even due to natural phenomena that engineers and scientists are still unable to
explain or predict.
The stories that make up Why Buildings Fall Down are, finally, very human
ones, tales of the interaction of people and nature, of architects, engineers,
builders, materials, and natural forces, all coming together in sometimes
dramatic and always instructive ways in the places where we live and work and
have our lives.

W. W. Norton & Co., 1992, 8'2” x 9'2", 334 pages, hardcover, $2%.95

— from the publisher
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Also Available:

Why Buildings
Stand Up, by Mario
Salvadori. A clear
and enthusiastic
introduction

to building methods
from ancient times
to the present day,
illustrated
throughout.

W.W. Norton, 1990, 323 pages,
8” x 9'4”, paperback, $10.95
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