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Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handling
charge for each book, to Science News Books, 1719
N St., NW.,, Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa or
MasterCard orders, call 1-800-544-4565. All books sent
postpaid. Domestic orders only. Please allow 4-6 weeks
for delivery.

Agenda 21: The Earth Summit Strategy to
Save Our Planet — Daniel Sitarz, ed. From the
June 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro came a
900-page treatise, called Agenda 21, outlining a
course of action in response to the world's most
urgent environmental, health, and social prob-
lems. This book is an abridged version of Agenda
21, rewritten in easily comprehensible language.
Each chapter focuses on a specific issue, de-
scribing the proposals presented in Agenda 21.
EarthPress, 1993, 321 p., hardcover, $24.95.

The Cartoon Guide to (Non)Communication:
The Use and Misuse of Information in the
Modern World —Larry Gonick. From the author of
The Cartoon Guide to Physics and The Cartoon
Guide to Genetics comes a humorous look at the
evolution of writing, language, and communica-
tion through the ages and the confusion that
ensues as people and cultures change. Learn the
importance of visual perceptions and manipula-
tion techniques. HarperPerennial, 1993, 186 p.,
b&w illus., paperback, $13.00.

To order by Visa or MasterCard,

call 1-800-544-4565
In D.C. Area: 202-331-9653

Dictionary of Astronomy — Jacqueline Mitton.
This invaluable reference for anyone studying or
writing about astronomy includes tables of the
stars, constellations, and characteristics of the
major planets and their orbits, as well as spellings
and explicit definitions for astronomical terms
ranging from apogee to the ZZ Ceti star. Penguin
Bks., 1993, 431 p., illus., paperback, $12.00.

Exploding the Gene Myth: How Genetic Infor-
mation Is Produced and Manipulated by Scien-
tists, Physicians, Employers, Insurance Com-
panies, Educators, and Law Enforcers — Ruth
Hubbard and Elijah Wald. A biologist and a writer
contend that genetic explanations for human
traits are often exaggerated or unfounded and
that the current explosion of genetic information
threatens to infringe upon individual privacy and
civil liberties. This is a readable and compelling
look at the possibilities, prophecies, and propa-
ganda of genetic research, with special emphasis
on the Human Genome Project. Includes a glos-
sary. Beacon Pr, 1993, 206 p., hardcover, $24.00.

The Life of Isaac Newton — Richard S. Westfall.
This easy-to-read, condensed version of West-
fall's original biography of Newton, Never at Rest,
chronicles in narrative form the life and work of
one of science's greatest geniuses. Westfall, who
studied an extensive collection of published and
unpublished personal writings, delves into many
of Newton's controversial philosophies, his scien-
tific achievements, and his somewhat peculiar
personality. Cambridge U Pr., 1993, 328 p., illus.,
hardcover, $24.95.

Life Under a Cloud: American Anxiety About
the Atom — Allan M. Winkler. This well-docu-
mented overview chronicles the events following
the advent of nuclear weapons and examines
how atomic weapons and atomic power have
affected our way of life over the last 50 years.
Winkler contends that people react only in the
face of disaster. With the the demise of the Soviet
Union, he says, we are once again putting atomic
concerns out of mind—yet many issues are left to
consider, such as the fate of Soviet nuclear arms,
the disposal of nuclear waste, and the continued
buildup of nuclear arsenals in some countries.
Oxford U Pr, 1993, 282 p., hardcover, $27.50.

Living With Cats — Gale B. Nemec. The host of
the PBS show “Living With Animals” brings
together her experiences in this complete source-
book on cat care. Highlights include selectingand
naming a cat, understanding feline ailments, cat-
proofing the home, and dealing with the loss of a
pet. Learn why 42 percent of pet-owning U.S.
households have two or more cats. Quill, 1993,
224 p., b&w illus., paperback, $8.00.

Why We Eat What We Eat: How Columbus
Changed the Way the World Eats — Raymond
Sokolov. A lively and informative history of the
culinary exchange that followed the opening of
trade routes between Europe and the Americas.
This book will overturn your ideas of “traditional”
cuisines: Before 1492, Italians had no tomatoes
for sauce and Mexicans had no cheese for
quesadillas. Originally published in hardcover in
1991. Touchstone Bks, 1993, 254 p., paperback,
$11.00.
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