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Letters

Cleanup funding as PR plus

In “An Otter Tragedy” (SN: 3/27/93, p.200), it
says that Exxon Company USA calculated the
cost to be $18 million for the entire project.
Who paid for the otter “rehabilitation” effort?

Tom Martyn
Carmel, Ind.
Exxon. All $18 million. —J.A. Raloft

Exxon was far more interested in rescuing
its positive public relations image than sea
otters when it funded those efforts. It certainly
got its money’s worth.

The truth is, “cleanup and rescue” often did
more harm than good. Only a tiny fraction of
the spill was ever recovered or ameliorated.
Ecosystems and archaeological sites were rav-
aged by the cleanup and its personnel. While
there were well-meaning volunteers involved
with the otter efforts, many researchers were
overwhelmed and corrupted when heretofore
scarce project monies were showered upon
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them. They looked the other way when un-
oiled, unendangered, but bountied ctters were
captured by $4,000 per day boatmen, ignoring
the trauma of implanting transmitters the size
of cigarette packs into the abdomens of
healthy animals.

Exxon and other oil companies understand
that buying publicity, politicians, and PhDs is
cheaper than prevention.

Frank Smith
Barrow, Alaska

Turn those PCs off!

Most, if not all, major manufacturers of
personal computers will affirm that PCs are
made to be turned off (“The cost of idle
computers,” SN: 3/20/93, p.186). The fact that 30
to 40 percent of them are left on 24 hours a day
makes me believe that a bit of education will
save even more than new developments in
either hardware or software, especially since
new hardware developments will not be incor-
porated into existing systems.

Also, the article leads one to believe that
present systems use only about 60 watts of
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power. This may be true of monitors, but PCs
with hard drives and fan motors typically use
about 300 watts of power when on.
M.Z. Berkowitz
Minden, Nev.
Ventilation fails sensitized workers

It is not surprising that office workers do not
experience any change when “sick buildings”
have their ventilation improved (“Sick build-
ings: The ventilation conundrum,” SN: 3/27/93,
p.198). Once workers are sensitized to formal-
dehyde and other volatile organic compounds,
they start reacting to much lower concentra-
tions. EPA's recommendations are ridiculously
high, even for unsensitized workers. They can
be dangerous for someone who has become
sensitized.

Most of the people I know who are highly
sensitized cannot work. In a sense, they may
be the lucky ones — they no longer have to
spend hours in a carcinogen-filled environ-
ment.

V Lee Grover
Ajo, Ariz.
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